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English Lessons in a University Using a Movie:

A Case Study for Developing Students’ Pragmatic Ability

Saori SCHULTE, Takayuki MASAKI

The present study illustrates how an English movie can be utilized to improve students’ pragmatic ability of the English language

in an English classroom in a university, and how students reacted to them. The teaching materials were used in four experimental

lessons, which were designed based on the two aspects of students’ pragmatic ability such as pragmatic knowledge and pragmatic

performance. Through analyzing their comments on questionnaire surveys and worksheets, we examined how an English movie

is effective as a teaching material for improving students’ pragmatic ability. The results showed that students who stated that they

worked on the activities using their knowledge they got from the imagery and the sounds of the movie wrote the correct answers

on the worksheets which require understanding the context of the script. The results also proved that combining the two aspects of

pragmatic ability mentioned above to create worksheets is helpful to improve students” pragmatic ability to a limited extend.
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Truman: Laurence.

Laurence: Hey, Burbank. Got a prospect in Wells Park 1
need you to close.

Truman: Wells Park? On Harbor Island?

Laurence: You know another one?

Truman: I can’t do it. I have an appointment. Dentist.

Laurence: (DYou're going to lose a lot more than ( )
(__ ) if you don’t meet your quota. Look, Truman,
they re making cutbacks at the end of this month.

Truman: Cutbacks?

Laurence: Yeah. Now, you need this. Besides, a half-hour
across the bay, a little sea air would do you ( @ ).

Truman: Thanks. (=)Lt 2007: 66)
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Mother: It doesn 't sound insane at all, Truman.

I see him ten times a week, in a hundred different faces.
I1( @ ) hugged a perfect stranger in the salon last
Thursday.

Truman: It was dad. I swear. Dressed like a homeless man.
And you know what else was strange? A businessman
and a woman with a little dog came out of nowhere and
forced him onto a bus.

Mother: Well! @It’s about time they cleaned up the trash
downtown before we become just like the rest of the

country.
Truman: They never found Dad’s body. Maybe somehow

Mother: God!

Truman: I'm telling you, if it wasn’t him, it was his twin.
Did Dad have a brother?

Mother: Truman, you know perfectly (3) (only / child /
well / father / your / was / an / that), just like you. Now

sweetie, you're just feeling bad because of what hap-
pened. You, sailing off into that storm*-* But I've never
blamed you, Truman. And I don’t blame you now. (=

)AL 2007: 72)
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Truman: What's your rush?

Meryl: Surgery. There was that elevator disaster down-
town. It was on the news last night. This cable just
snapped. This elevator, it just plummeted down ten
flights with nonunion workers. Just monstrous. That
building, it’s right next door to where you work. Can
you imagine if you had been in there? It's not even
worth (@D ). Anyway, I have an amputation on one
of the young women who was in the elevator. She's
very young. It's very sad. Anyway, wish me luck.

Truman: @Il cross my fingers for you.

Meryl: Right. (= 2)L#2007: 90)
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Meryl: Truman!

Truman: Where shall we go? Where...shall...we...go?

Meryl: Truman, where are we going?

Truman: I don't really know. I guess I'm being sponta-
neous.

Meryl: Oh!

Truman: Somebody, help me! I'm being spontaneous!

Meryl: Truman!

Truman: Forget Fiji. Can't very well drive to Fiji, can we?

Meryl: No.

Truman: What about Atlantic City?

Meryl: Oh, no, you hate to gamble.

Truman: That’s right, I do, don’t I?

Meryl: So, why would you want to go there?

Truman: Because I never have. That's why people go
places, isn't it?

Meryl: Truman, I think I'm goingto ( @O ).

Truman: Me, too!

Truman: Blocked at every turn. (2 Beautifully synchro-

nized, don't you agree?

Meryl: You're blaming me for the traffic?

Truman: Should I?

Meryl: Truman, let’s go home.

Truman: You re right. We could be stuck here for hours. It
could be like this all the way to Atlantic City. Let’s go
back. (=)Lt 2007: 96-97)
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SIEEBDIBRWA? | THO, ZORRDMEBN 1%
WNRHEVIIAERTHAH LB ITHIET, ¢
NTPHEHENLZHDOTH 2 Z LITHSPBR DN TN
L5 EERMALD EVDEN] L85, UMKEERMN
FETDHLENWIAHARZT Z Truman VLR > Tnb Z
LEBFETELDMMREDRA > b &5,

$3H Gms)

(RZ7 YT H]

Truman: I don’t know what to think, Marlon. Maybe I'm
losing my mind, but it feels like the whole world re-

volves around me somehow.

Marlon: That's a lot of world for one man, Truman. Sure
that’s not wishful thinking? You wishing you'd made
more out of yourself? Come on, Truman, who hasn’t
sat on the john and had an imaginary interview on
“Seahaven Tonight”? MWho hasn't wanted to be some-
body?

Truman: This is different. Everybody seems to be in on it.

Marlon: I've been your best friend since we were seven
years old, Truman. The only way you and I ever made
it through school was by ( (2 ) off each other’s test
papers. Jesus, they were identical. I always felt safe
knowing that. "Cause whatever the answer was...

Truman and Marlon: ...We were right together and we
were wrong together. (= Z)LAtt 2007: 104)

[Activity 1]
1. FHEHO%somebody DEKICIEE L TRLZ E
T, EOLDBEMELALD ETDRENES
REWN

([~EWDSEH] ENWSETEEDDL I &),

2. HENOICADEEL TN SBEORI N,

7 taking - putting

calling T cheating

GFmE 5) 28T 2 DI Truman & Z D BlA Marlon
THd, ZOHHOEET TrumanlE, HEHZHO M
DR ORERIITOWTI BT, [£2 TR
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HZ2HRMMIE> TWDEIRBREANT DA &5
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ZO [RZ7YTR] TR T [FEAHNS ] 2/
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DOEMOFERIT FEEHMHEICERHI NS L DK
YNZIR O NAUTEE S WM E D ZET, GENICRS
NTNBHENS by )= CDOESEEELLD EN
DEM] &%, MO TARERGRIENEI>TNS
&E WD Truman D EEWVY 2, Marlon VA FEICHE 5% 5 &
LTWEZEEMETE DN EIDIREDRA >
Th b,

B3 H (G 6)

(B 6) WEBITL203FMT 1L V75—
Christof &, ZFHHHITH U THUHIRYZR Sylvia TH %, H
ATDO BT B W T, Christof 13 Truman 2 B O FH i 5
N9 NXT “The Truman Show” &5 7 L EFMD—E
ThdZEzHMAT S, £NUTH LT, Sylviald [fT
DOHERINBH > TRy =X 2 EENDORFIZL TS
D) EHHIT B A, Christofid [RAZ h Il —< 1T
WHDEEEZEDHEMEGEZ TWS07E] ERGmT
5, ZAUTK L TSylviald [ZNTIE b wIib—< 1%
WAL %7n] ERU %,

ZO [Z27YTR] ITBWT [FEMRINT] 21
S OIFTHRELRT, GFm 1) LFEE #YaEHz
MLz bT, TOMRWZHMTLHMELL>TH
%, ZOEFDZEMIZA S DI “his cell” T, ZDH
WOMEFNL [N T 7R hw)h—< % [INA]
WHIAZEZFIHL, I3 S2EAT [HE] iTn
LOEERmMLIZWGmENS] &lxb, [NA] &
U\ D Sylvia D il 2 % Christof 7375 A IZFIH L, Truman
BHSHAT ME] ITW50EEKmL TS Z &
EIRTEDDED DD, REDRA > NERD,

WAl GG

(271 7H]

Sylvia: What right do you have to take a baby...and turn
his life into some kind of mockery? Don’t you ever feel
« © )

Christof: I have given Truman a chance to lead a normal
life. The world, the place you live in...is the sick place.
Seahaven is the way the world should be.

Sylvia: He's not a performer, he's a prisoner. Look at him.
Look at what you've done to him!

Christof: He could leave at any time. If his was more than
just a vague ambition, if he was absolutely determined
to discover the truth... there’s no way we could prevent
him. I think what distresses you really, caller, is that ul-

timately (2)Truman prefers ( ) ( ), as you call it.

Sylvia: That's where you're wrong. You re so wrong. And
he’ll prove you wrong. (= )Ll 2007: 115)

[Activity 2]

1. fEMOICASHEELL TN SRUIRE N,

7 good A guilty " safe I uneasy

2. FHEMOWCHEROSylviadt ) 7I1I23EE L T
Uiz 2 /imn Lz LT, 0B % ANTARL
EEILIN,

(R 17 R]

Truman: Who are you?

Christof: I am the creator of a television show that gives
hope and joy and inspiration to millions.

Truman: Then who am I?

Christof: You're the star.

Truman: Was nothing real?

Christof: You were real. That's ( (O ) made you so
good to watch. Listen to me, Truman. There’s no more
truth out there... than there is in the world I created for
you. The same lies... the same deceit. But in my world,
you have nothing to fear. I know you better than you
know yourself.

Truman: 2)You never had ( ) (

Christof: You're afraid. That's why you can’t leave. It’s

) in my head.

okay, Truman. I understand. I have been watching you
your whole life. I was watching when you were born. |
was watching when you took your first step. I watched
you on your first day of school. The episode when you

lost your first tooth. You can’t leave, Truman. (= 3)1

fitt 2007: 138)

[Activity]
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