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Meaning of Reading in Santaro's Diary

Kento MATSUI

This paper aims to offer an insight into the meaning of reading in Bildungsroman Santaro's Diary, written by Jiro Abe.

Scholars have mainly studied Sanzaro’s Diary through its reception among readers and the influence it had on students of later

generations. Above all, this Bildungsroman has been considered as the principal main cause that, which brought about the boom

of indiscriminate reading of western classical books in the Taisho Era. More recent studies have revealed that such a statement

was based mostly on the reception of the book, rather than its content. Despite this, however, what it meant to read in Sanzaro’s

Diary remains unclear. Therefore, in this paper, I am going to show that the reading of Santaro has important function as an art of

self-inquiry. Moreover, the limit of the act of reading as self-inquiry will be clarified.
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