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A Qualitative Analysis of High School Teachers” Facilitation of

Within-group Assimilation and Differentiation in School Events

Aiko KOMOTO

Using the interview data obtained from 13 high school teachers, this study explored how Japanese high school teachers structure

school events and interact with their students from the perspective of group socialization theory(Harris, 1995). Results indicate

that, although all high school teachers were concerned to structure school events or interact with students with a view to facilitate

students’ assimilation, only about a half of high school teachers did those to facilitate students” differentiation. Also, in some cases,

even though teachers had same intention, the methods seem to have been just the opposite. Future research should investigate

which structure or interaction indeed facilitate students’ assimilation or differentiation.
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