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The Establishment and Development of Local Youth Councils in Denmark

- Focusing on National Policies and Efforts of Local Governments since the 1980s —
Akiko HARADA

This study clarifies the historical development and transformation of the Youth Council ( = YC) since 1980s. By means of
the examination of references and interviews, this study aims to consider the conditions of YC that encourage young people to
participate actively and subjectively.

This study revealed three findings. 1)national youth policies in the 1980s and 1990s encouraged local governments to establish
YC, but many YCs could not live through 1990s. 2) it is necessary for a successful YC to have conditions that good quality of
communication, building clear structure, ensuring membership and representation, and influence. 3) a successful YC on a long-term
basis by young people has a well-balanced formal and informal system cooperating with local councils, administration, and schools.

The case in Denmark shows some implications for Japan as a practical lesson to learn participation of children and youth outside

school, as citizenship education cooperating with other people and resolution of regional issues.
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