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Making adjustment Strategies from Politeness Theory to apply to Teacher's Directions in Primary School:

Focusing on Face-support in Classroom Discourse

Satoshi KAWASHIMA

“Teachers’ directions” help students move from one activity to another, thereby structuring a lesson. To better understand

teachers’ directions, the model and strategies presented in Politeness Theory were applied to a first-grade classroom, during

four lessons. Using discourse analysis, the diverse strategies adopted by teachers when giving directions were classified into

five categories: “hiding the teacher’s authority”, “reducing the teacher’s authority”, “showing the teacher’s authority”, “lessening

social distance between the teacher and students”, and “lightening the burden of directions”. Discussions showed that some of the

Face-supports can be observed only in classroom discourse and the teacher’s behavior against her students was expressed as the

strategies for face-support.
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