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Possibilities of English Movies as Teaching Materials:

A Case Study of Teaching English in a University

Saori SCHULTE

Takayuki MASAKI

The present study illustrates teaching materials utilizing an English movie in an English classroom in a university, and how

students use the elements of the movie such as the imagery or the sounds to understand and produce English expressions that are

appropriate in certain contexts. The teaching materials were designed for four experimental lessons, which included some activities

that require students to use their pragmatic knowledge. Through analyzing the students’ comments left on the questionnaire surveys

and worksheets, we found that the imagery and the sounds give them various types of information such as facial expressions,

tone of voice, and the atmosphere of the scene, which help them grasp the contextual meanings and create appropriate English

expressions. The results also showed that they worked on the activities using those elements of the movie by understanding

the characters’ feelings, understanding and imagining the contents of the story, noticing the variety of English expressions, and

predicting English expressions when they encountered words that they did not know.
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Klycznski © You'll be covering 22 patients on rounds to-
day, this floor and next.

Kate - Twenty-two?

Klycznski : @

If you get into trouble, beep me, don’t make it a habit.
The med students will help you out with scutwork.
What's he doing here? I ordered an MRI, stat.
Woman - Transport said about four hours.
Klycznski : He couldbe (2 ) in four hours.
Never mind. Dr. Forster, MRI. A right, two lefts,
elevator to two.
Kate : Okay.
Klycznski - Follow the signs. Hustle back here for rounds
Kate : Dr. Kly...
Patient : (

Kate - I certainly hope so, sir. How are you feeling today?

) me somewhere?

Patient © Am...? Am I gonna make it?

Kate : Yes. Absolutely. (3:58-4:35)
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Henry ° Looks smaller. When did he complete it?

Alex * You weren't born yet, and I was 8.

Henry : Corbusier meets Frank Lloyd Wright. You know,
Dad played cards with both of them.

Alex : Sharing a joint.

Henry © Yeah, well...

Henry : Can't swim.

Alex : There should be a stairway down to the water, a
porch, a deck.
Here you are in a... in a box. A glass box with a view to

everything that’s around you...but you can’t touch it.

No interconnection between you and ( @ ) you're

looking at.
Henry : I don’t know, you know. He's got this big maple
growing...right in the middle of the house.
Alex : Containment. Containment and control.
This house is about ownership, not connection. I mean
it's beautiful. Seductive, even.
But it’s incomplete. It was all about him. Dad knew how
tobuilda( @ ),nota( @ ).
But you know...I think he wants us to do what he
couldn’t.
But admitting that...would mean admitting that he came
up short in some way...that he could do more. And that
tortures him.
Henry : Do you remember (@) ) here with Mom?
Alex : I remember she tried to make it work here...with
us...with him. (33:48-35:46)
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Kate : Hey. | have an emergency. Take my shift. Please.

Alex - Hello.

Klycznski - Mr. Wyler?

Alex * Yes.

Klycznski - This is Dr. Klycznski at Chicago City Hospi-
tal. D ) (

Kate : I'm so sorry, Alex. I wish somehow I could be there

) I have some difficult news for you.

with you...that we could sit together and look out over the
water and the light...in this house your father built. I could
bea( @ ) for you like you've been for me. And tell
you that everything is gonna be okay. If I could do one
thing for you today...from here...one small, simple thing
from the future...I hope this is it. It won't be published for
a couple of years...but I don’t think you should have to
wait that long. 3)(helps / it / hope / 1/ you / know / much
/ how) you were loved. (1:05:35-1:08:09)
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Alex: Don’t give up on me, Kate. What about Persua-
sion? You told me. They wait.

They meet again, they have another chance.

Kate : Life is not a book, Alex. And itcanbe ( D) )in
a second. I was having lunch with my mother at Daley
Plaza...and a man was killed right in front of me. He
died in my arms. And I thought: “It can’t end just like
that on Valentine's Day.” I thought about all the people
who love him, waiting at home...who will never see him
again. And then I thought: “What if there is no one?”
What if you live your whole life and no one is waiting?
So I drove to the lake house looking for any kind of an-
swer. And I found you. And I let myself get lost. Lost in
this beautiful fantasy where time ( (2 ) still. But it’s
not real, Alex. I have to learn to live the life that I have
got. Please don’t write anymore. Don't try to find me.

Let me 3) . (1:14:00-1:15:12)
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