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Women's Cultural Education and Occupation in
Serial Novels in the Early Showa Period:
Focusing on Mother by Tsurumi Yusuke(1929)

SeungKyung LEE*

This paper examines how the norm of good wife and wise mother was discussed through the
usage of the word “educated” in Yusuke Tsurumi's Mother, serialized in Fujin Club from May 1927
to June 1929. The Fujin Club, started in 1920 by Dai Nippon Yubenkai Kodansha, was a magazine
read by many working women and girl students in their early teens to their early twenties. Through
collaboration between Seiji Noma, president of Kodansha, who tried to present the mother as an ideal
female figure, and author and politician Yusuke Tsurumi, the series Mother was started. It can be
considered that Asako, the leading character of Mother, who overcomes various crises in life through
ideal education obtained through reading and school, could garner the empathy of the women of those
times who dreamt of being independent. However, since success as a working woman was for the
progressive future of her son, Asako's success ultimately gets attributed to the norm of good wife
and wise mother. However, rather than seeing the series Mother of the Fujin Club as propaganda,
the author would like to consider the significance of the series to lie in its potential as a text through
which the Kodansha culture, considered a symbol of anti-cultural education strategically utilized

the masses desire for cultural education.

* Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies

Key Words : Cultural education, Fujin Club , the early Showa period, Working Women.
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