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Context and trends regarding the number of pit dwellings
in Jomon-era Tochigi prefecture

-One aspect of the transition period from the mid- to late-Jomon era in the
northern Kanto region analyzed through factors of cultural diversification-

Kei OTA

Research into the transition period from the mid- to late-Jomon era has thus far evaluated whether there
was a dramatic change such as a “collapse or stagnation " due to primary factors in the natural environment,
such as a cooling climate. However, these evaluations interpreted the results of the analyses of materials in
specific regions, and many regions have not yet been targeted by this evaluation following the collection of
more comprehensive archaeological materials. Up to now, discussions have focused on comparing the process
of social change in the transition period from the mid- to late-Jomon era, in the Koshin region, southwest
Kanto, and northeast Kanto. Regions that could not be actively evaluated in prior discussions concerning the
transition period, such as areas between northern Kanto and southern Tohoku region, can now be studied.
The present paper analyzes trends in the number of pit dwellings in Tochigi prefecture in northern Kanto and
arranges basic data concerning the forms of dwellings. We consider the relationship between these results
and other cultural factors, and by presenting one aspect of the social change process in the transition period
in Tochigi prefecture, we highlight questions for future research into the transition period. The present paper
reveals aspects of the transition phase that can be evaluated at the present time in regions spanning from
the Nasu region of Tochigi prefecture to the Naka-doori region Fukushima prefecture, including a strong
commonality in factors for cultural diversification in the mid to late periods, and clarifies that there were both
strong connections and localism through the mid to late periods, from north-eastern parts of northern Kanto
to southern Tohoku region. This aspect brings into sharp focus that rather than a simple “collapse/stagnation,”
the process of social change in the transition period in Kanto and Tohoku involved changes to factors of
cultural diversification, due to changes in the wider area of society and the natural environment. We can clearly
see that although social changes were occurring across a wide area in eastern Japan during the same transition
period, various different changes occurred at the same time in different regions; the society of the late period
onward took form as a result of the bidirectional influence of these changes.





