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Summary

The purpose of this essay is to propose agenda for Japanese diplomatic history revisiting
the late Oka Yoshitake’s classical article on Japanese diplomacy titled “National Independence
and the Reason of State” (Kokuminteki Dokuritsu to Kokkarisei) which was published in 1961.
Diplomatic history has been increasingly said to be a backwater of scholarly inquiry. According
to the familiar indictment, diplomatic history has been dominated by short-sighted realism,
mired in detail, and desperately in need of new directions. Dose this indictment hold true in the
study of Japanse diplomacy ? In order to answer this question, this essay attempts to
delineate how the motives of Oka's classical article have been interpreted, criticised and
synthesized by the subsequent studies, and by doing so shed light on the "traditon” and the
"innovation” in Japanese diplomatic history.

This essay is organized into three parts. The first section treats Asianism in Japanese
foreign policy. Asianism has been conventionally understood to be opposed to Japanese entry
into western countries (Datsua). Recent studies, however, cast doubts on the relevance of such
a dichotomy as Asianism/Datsua as a framework of Japanese foreign policy. This section
surveys the criticism to the conventional understanding of Asianism ranging from realist to
cultural constructivist, and presents research adenda for the study of Asianism. The second
section discusses the several aspects of internationalism in the 1920’s.  As his contemporary
intellectuals including E.H.Carr, Oka did not think highly of internationalism in the 1920’s.
Since the mid-1960’s, however, scholars have begun to pay more attentions to the positive
aspects of internationalism in the 1920’s. This section elucidates how and why the assessment of
internationalism in the 1920’s has been transformed from negative to positive, and suggests its
implication to Japanese diplomatic history. The last section analyzes the critique of sovereignty
during the inter-war years and its implication to the discourse on the international order.
Special attentions are paid here to how political pluralism was interpreted and adapted to the
social construction of the international order.  Unlike the conventional view, it is suggested
that political pluralism tended to be understood as "communitarianism” rather than “liberalism”
during the inter-war years in Japan, and that this aspect had become distinguished in the
1930’s.  The conclusion refers to the tradition of "humanistic” social science in Japan and its
meaning to the current study of Japanese diplomacy.
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