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Summary

By analyzing the process of "The Idea of Southeast Asian Development Fund” which was
proposed by the Japanese Prime Minister, Kishi Nobusuke in 1957 and broke down at the same
year, this article is going to pursue two main objects. First, it will revise the proceeded study
of postwar Japanese diplomacy. Secondly, it will illuminate the main factor as to why any
regional multinational institution was not formed in Asia in this era. The contents of his
proposal were organizing the new multinational institution in this region and requiring United
States to fund for it, but letting it be managed by mainly Asian countries.

In the study of Japanese diplomacy after WWII, it has been thought that Kishi carried out
the ”Autonomous Diplomacy” vis-a-vis the US, just as Hatoyama Ichiro did. His diplomatic style
was opposed to the one of Yoshida Shigeru and Ikeda Hayato, both of whom have been thought
to have adopted the "Collaboration Diplomacy” with the US and to devote themselves to achieve
Japanese economic recovery and development. In this line, it has been explained that Kishi's
proposal was indispensable for him to accomplish the "Autonomous Diplomacy” vis-g-vis the US.
At the same time, it has been explained that Kishi tried to establish anti-communist economic
community with this proposal because of his strong anti-communism ideology.

Opposed to these views, this article aims to prove that his proposal was part of the
"Collaboration Diplomacy” with the US. It emerged from an American ambassador’s secret
consultation about the economic development of Southeast Asia and Kishi's expectation that
American aid policy was changing. Moreover, the proposal was not Kishi's original idea. Those
who struggled for Japanese economic recovery and development had always thought of the same
kind of idea since the end of WWII. At that time, there were many people who were anxious
about the foundation of European Economic Community (EEC) among Zaikai and the Ministry
of International Trade and Industry (MITI). They proposed their opinion to create a kind of
economic community in Asia to counter EEC at Kishi's private conference, which Kishi accepted.
This article will also prove that Kishi himself tried to avoid anti-communism rather than to
emphasize it.

The main factor that set the contents of this proposal, which would constrain the American
voice regardless of the necessity of American cooperation, was the "Asian view”
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among the Japanese in this era. It defines vast area including South Asia, Southeast Asia and
Japan just as "Asia” and posits Japan on the top of it as a host. Kishi approached "economic
development by the Asians for the Asians” and believed this idea would be widely accepted
because he had a strong ”Asian view”.

There was, however, no place to approve the idea of "economic development by the Asians for
the Asians”. Almost all countries in South and Southeast Asia rejected Kishi's proposal.
Moreover, the United States, which at first consulted Kishi about this matter, refused it in the
end.

Kishi's idea collapsed because his "Asian view” was far from the real Asian situation. This
attitude of Asian countries was the stumbling block for the foundation of a multinational

institution in this region.
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