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Summary

The Geneva Conference in 1954 is a historical event in that all of the great powers in
that time, including the U. S., Britain, France, the Soviet Union and China, participated in
this conference. One of the main purposes of the conference was to realize a cease-fire of the
First Indochina War, a conflict between France and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
(DRVN). To solve the problem in Vietnam like the Korean Peninsula, the participating coun-
tries, especially the Soviet Union and Britain, led the conference to focus on military demarca-
tion line in order to divide Vietnam into two parts, each part belonging to the West and the
East camps.

The purpose of this article is to make clear how the DRVN negotiated on demarcation
line, though as a powerless, small country. The work on this point is important for analyzing
the context of international relations during the period from the First Indochina War to the
Vietnam War. This paper is also shedding light on one of the reasons why the DRVN (the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam afterwards) was confronted with China after the Vietnam War.

On the first phase of negotiations, beginning on May 8, the DRVN delegation insisted
that the two sides should only exchange some territories to regroup each of the troops.
However, probably under pressure from the Soviet delegation, the DRVN agreed to establish
a demarcation line to divide Vietnam. Pham Van Dong, chief of the DRVN delegation, showed
the intention for a demarcation line in the session on May 25.

In June, on the second phase, the military delegations of the DRVN and France negoti-
ated about where the line should be drawn. France insisted on the 16" parallel, while the
DRVN wanted to draw a line between the 13" and 14" parallels. Even in the end of the month,
the two sides could not make an agreement. Behind the DRVN's uncompromising attitude
would be the superiority of Viet Minh (DRVN army) on the battlefield. The DRVN might
think this superiority be reflected in negotiations in Geneva for a favorable conclusion.

On the third phase, all of the countries concerned passed through several negotiations
on diplomatic level to reach an agreement. Finally, on 20 July, they agreed that the demarca-
tion line should be situated on the 17" parallel. Seeing the agreement, it can be concluded that
the DRVN had to make a concession for the final agreement. This is because of the pressure
from China and the Soviet Union.

To understand the Chinese pressure on the DRVN properly, we should not forget the
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aspect of the DRVN's own decision. In the beginning of July, Ho Chi Minh, top leader of the

DRVN, had a talk with Chou En Lali,

chief of the Chinese delegation of the Geneva

Conference, in Liuzhou (a city in southern China). After the talk, Ho decided to accept the way

of solution establishing a demarcation line on the 16th parallel.

Ho accepted the final 17"

Vietnam and China beginning in 1970s would lie in the gap between the 16" and 17
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