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Summary

This article explores the process of free trade agreements(FTA) of Japan and Korea
from 1998 to 2006(Japan-Singapore, Japan-Mexico, Korea-Chile FTA). Despite the fact that
Japan and Korea have similarities in trade policy such as strong protective agricultural trade
policy, little interest of regional trade agreements under World Trade Organization system
until 1998, and strong domestic disagreements during negotiation, there are some differences
between Korea and Japan in the domestic process of FTA policy. First, there are different pe-
riods of negotiation. Secondly, Korea faced much harsher internal objections after signing the
agreement. Thirdly, Korea failed, the first three times, to ratify the Korea and Chile's FTA in
the National Assembly, while Japan had no difficulties in ratifying the agreement after sign-
ing. The purpose of this article is to compare the domestic process of FTA and investigate the
cause of policy differences between Japan and Korea.

The first section investigates the international relation's approaches to the FTA policy
and establishes three hypotheses: first, in order to conclude the FTA, the influence of interna-
tionalist coalitions with proper political power and broad cohesion should dominate over na-
tionalist coalitions in domestic politics. Secondly, domestic institutional differences (the
consultation system for policy-making, the presidential system for policy-making) influence
FTA policy change and the period of negotiation. Thirdly, domestic institutional differences —
Japanese interest groups had multiple connections with government, and easily affected the
process of negotiation, while Korean groups had not— influence the degree of domestic oppo-
sition after signing the agreement.

The following section examines the validity of the hypotheses. It compares the process
of Japan's FTA policy with Korea's in terms of preferences of domestic actors (the govern-
ment, political parties and members of the National Assembly, interest groups) and domestic
institutions.

Lastly, the third section confirms the validity of three hypotheses. It encourages us to
reconsider that the difference of FTA policy process can be explained by preferences of domes-
tic actors, policy coalitions, the domestic institutional differences between Japan and Korea.
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