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SUMMARY

International law states that only the flag state of a vessel has jurisdiction over it on the high seas. However,
piracy in international law is an exception to this rule. Here, all states have jurisdiction over a vessel engaging in
piracy.

It is important to study the definition of piracy. Article 101 of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) defines piracy in international law as acts “committed for private ends,” but the meaning of
the concept of “private ends” is controversial. My aim is to study this concept. Scholars nowadays maintain that
from the late nineteenth century to the early twentieth century, the concept of “private ends” was used to exclude
acts of insurgent vessels that were recognized as not belligerent. In order to understand the definition of piracy and
the meaning of “private ends” in that time, I will conduct research on the arguments made about this concept.

Many authors of international law in those days maintained that, if insurgent vessels operating in civil
wars were engaged in belligerent acts to ensure the success of insurrections, their acts would be regarded as acts
committed to achieve “political ends,” which must not be regarded as piracy, and not to achieve “private ends.”
Acts committed for “private ends” were depredation and violence unrelated to belligerent acts during civil wars.

Further, they maintained that so long as the insurgent vessels assaulted vessels of the same flag state as
itself, their acts could not be considered acts of piracy. This statement was based on the argument that piracy must
be indiscriminate, regardless of the nationality of the victim vessel. Thus, assaulting vessels of only one state was
not considered an act of piracy.

Consequently, from the late nineteenth to the early twentieth century, many writers of international law
considered piracy to be acts that were committed to fulfill “private ends” and were indiscriminate. Therefore,

when considering the definition of piracy, we should take into consideration these views.
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