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SUMMARY

The League of Nations has come to be regarded as the world’s first universal organization.
Despite this, during the 1920s the League remained a European-centered body, which rarely involved
itself with Asian and Latin-American affairs. Because of this, non-European states demanded the
“universalization” of the League. Once this universalization had partially been achieved, maintaining
balance between the universal organization and regional frameworks became a matter of concern.

First, non-European states wanted the expansion of the League's Council and the equitable
distribution of Council places to non-permanent members according to region. This meant that all
regions had to be fairly represented in the Council of the League. In 1926, the informal appointment of
Germany as a permanent council member intensified these demands. While Brazil's request for a
permanent seat as the representative of Latin America was thwarted, the number of the non-
permanent Council members was increased from six to nine and a geographical distribution was
unofficially introduced. Consequently, distributing three seats to Latin America and a seat to Asia
became a customary practice.

Universalizing the Council expanded the geographical territory in which the League was
involved. With the 1928 Chaco dispute between Paraguay and Bolivia, due to the demands for League
intervention by the Latin-American members of the Council, the Council adopted a resolution
referencing the League Covenant. It was the first instance of League intervention into a Latin-
American dispute. At first, the League respected the primacy of the inter-American system.
However, following the outbreak of war in 1932, there began a competition for jurisdiction between
the League and the inter-American system. After the failure of mediation by the Commission of
Neutrals, the League decided to send the Chaco Commission. This Commission, however, was
unsuccessful in settling the dispute. At the Special Assembly meeting in November 1934, one of the
main issues was the equilibrium between universality and regionality. The recommendations adopted
by the Assembly were rejected by Paraguay, which subsequently withdrew from the League. The
League's failure created a new approach. Argentine and Chile attempted to mediate the dispute
within the framework of the League, which was accepted by the League. Finally, Argentine and Chile
invited Brazil, USA, Peru, Uruguay, and both belligerents to negotiate in Buenos Aires. In June 1935,
these efforts resulted in truce.

When we consider issues of global governance and the relations between the United Nations and
regional organizations, the League’s experience offers valuable insights into the origins of these.
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