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SUMMARY

This thesis demonstrates how the US. and Japan covertly made combined military plans in the
early 1950s. According to existing works, the U.S. and Japan verbally concurred that a Combined
Planning Committee would be established in July 1952 to make these plans, but because of the
Japanese government’s negative disposition, the committee’s activities were halted in early 1953.
And another verbal agreement between the two governments was made in the spring of 1954, and
the Combined Joint Outline Emergency Plan (CJOEP) was finally formulated in 1955. However,
existing works have not proven why Japan, whose attitude toward the formulation of these plans
was negative at first, re-engaged in the planning process in 1954, and what negotiations took place
in the background. This thesis successfully reveals these points. As per recently discovered first-
hand materials, the two governments had a deal where, if Japan decided to re-engage in the planning
process, the US. would accept the Japanese proposal for Japanese defense budget in 1954. And after
the two governments” work to making those plans was once deadlocked, it was decided to continue
it at the two militaries” staff level. During the negotiations, the most divisive issue was the command
relationship between the two militaries. In the Memorandum of Understanding, framed by the staff-
level personnel of the two armies in 1953, the National Safety Forces of Japan would be under the
command of the US. forces in emergencies. However, this was revised in the CJOEP in 1955 to
vague expressions like “unity of command will be assisted by the establishment at an appropriate
time of a combined and joint staff.” This implies that Japan effectively avoided explicitly mentioning a
command relationship, and shows Japan's strong will to its sovereignty and independence. This thesis
also proves that Japan intended that the highest government authorities of the two countries approve
the combined plans in the early 1950s. These findings modify the existing belief that the CJOEP was
merely research work by staff-level members of the two militaries. We can also see the origins of
collective defense in the U.S.-Japan alliance.
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