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SUMMARY

One of the most influential theories of international relations, which had a great impact on
the post-war international society, was the functional approach proposed by David Mitrany. The
functional approach is, according to Mitrany, a means to preserve peace through international
functional cooperation on common needs, such as control of epidemics or food, with the aim of
establishing a ‘lasting, living world community . In the academic field, apart from its great impact
on the post-war international relations theories, much research has been conducted on the approach
itself. Most of this research has focused on how the approach is theoretically and practically valid
in international relations through analysis of post-war international organisations. However, one
important point has been overlooked in prior research: according to Mitrany, [TJhe theoretical
assumption was strongly confirmed by the experience of the Second World War (as indeed it
had been in the great depression of the thirties) . How and why was it ‘confirmed ? Actually, its
historical background and development process have hardly been clarified.

The functional approach, for which the League of Nations reform of the late 1930s represented
the first attempt to put it into practice, had a practical impact on the post-war planning of the League’
s related actors. Recognising the utility of the functional approach in war-time collaboration and in
constructing the post-war new peace and security mechanism, US President Franklin D. Roosevelt -
who decisively took the initiative in the Allied camp - and his Secretary of State, Cordell Hull, put the
approach into practice. Consequently, the United Nations Conference on Food and Agriculture was
convened in 1943 as the Allies’ first conference, leading to the creation of the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations.

In spite of its great impact on post-war planning, however, a ‘lasting, living world community’
was not necessarily realised in the post-war international society. This paper seeks to clarify how the
functional approach, which had its origin in the pre-war period, influenced war-time collaboration and
post-war planning, focusing especially on the principal actors in the process. It attempts to discern
evidential guidance on whether the functional approach is valid in today’s international relations by
examining why it has not worked smoothly in the post-war period despite showing earlier promise
around the Second World War.
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