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SUMMARY

Many academics correctly point out how the issues of international arbitration and jurisdiction
were important in diplomacy of the interwar period. However, there still are not enough works on
how the Japanese government considered these issues, and the academics tend to assume that the
Japanese government was reluctant in signing the treaties over these issues. This article will address
this shortcoming by making thorough investigation of the Japanese negotiation with various Western
nations and Japan's participations in the League of Nations in the 1920s.

This article will argue that, contrary to the conventional wisdom, the Japanese government acted
very flexibly towards the issues of the treaties of international arbitration and compulsory jurisdiction
in PCIJ. It is true that the Japanese government pressed the Swiss government to drop the clauses
of the treaty which would allow third powers to arbitrate issues concerning “vital interest, honour
and independence” of the contracting nations. However, after this Swiss-Japanese negotiation, the
Japanese government began to contemplate excluding only the issues which involved “vital interest”
from international arbitration. During the process of drafting Geneva protocol of 1924 in the assembly
of League of Nations, the Japanese contemplated accepting the expansion of the range of jurisdiction
of PCIJ than they accepted in their treaty with Switzerland, although in the end they chose not to do
S0.

In the negotiation with the United States over the drafting of new arbitration treaty, the
Japanese government contemplated adopting the principle of the Locarno treaties of 1925, an
agreement which made the signing powers to accept international arbitration on all judicial disputes,
though it declined to accept the same range of jurisdiction in its negotiation with the Dutch
government. When the British government and many other countries declared to accept compulsory
arbitration in PCIJ, Many of the Japanese decision-makers sought to accept international arbitration
on all judicial disputes, but they felt that it would be problematic if third powers could intervene into
the disputes between Japan and China.

To conclude, although the Japanese government did not accept the principle of international
arbitration unconditionally, they nonetheless understood that they could not be indifferent about the
issues of international arbitration and PCIJ if they wanted to promote and protect their interest.
Sometimes they were willing to take a further step in accepting international arbitration while they
sometimes declined to take that step, depending on the international environment or interests at
stake.
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