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Women’s Factory Labor and Childcare in Wartime Japan
Kyung-ok KIM

Japan has a problem of labor shortage caused by declining birthrate and aging population. The labor
shortage is not the first in Japan’s history. It happened during the wartime too. This will provide a clue for
what problems should be solved prior to the social advance of the women.

During the wartime period in Japan, there were two types of female factory laborers: women of labor
service and general factory girls. This research analyzes how these two groups who worked at the same
factory received different treatments in respect to childcare during the Asia-Pacific War (1937-1945).
Previous studies have merely argued that there were suppression and discrimination between Japanese
women and colonized women. However, to analyze women’s labor and childcare through factory nurseries
in wartime has not yet become a subject of research.

By examining the honpou hoikusisetsuni kansuru kenkyu issued by the Central Association of Social
Work in 1943, I argue that there were differences that could not transcend the boundaries between these
two groups in terms of women’s factory labor and childcare, even though they all were Japanese women
in the total war system period. The factory girls who worked for long hours every day could not leave
their children in the factory nursery. The factory did not build the nursery for them because to maintain
the nursery system costs a great deal to the factory owners. However, the women of labor service who
worked for five hours a day could leave their children in the nursery because the labor management forced

the factory to set up a nursery for them.





