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Abstract

In this article, we examine whether special morae in recent Japanese popular songs can be treated
as independent units through comparing two singer-songwriters: HOSHINO Gen and YONEZU Kenshi. The
rate at which special morae are given independent notes in the songs is significantly different between the
two singer-songwriters: that of HOSHINO is high and that of YONEZU is low. However, they share
common tendencies in whether they treat special morae as independent or not: the second morae of
diphthongs and moraic nasals commonly show a high rate of independence, and the second morae of
long vowels and moraic obstruents show a low rate of independence. We argue that special morae that
have independent sounds themselves tend to be treated as independent and those that do not have

independent sounds themselves tend not to be treated as independent.
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