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The Meaning of the Compound Topicalized Sentence
in Tunis Arabic

KUMAKIRI Taku
cyberbbn@gmail.com

Keywords: Arabic, Dialect, Topicalization, Construction, Compound Sentence

Abstract

Tunis Arabic employs a construction of two or more topicalized sentences connected by a conjunction, w-
“and.” This paper examines this “compound topicalized sentence,” which can be formalized as “TOPIC +
COMMENT w-TOPIC + COMMENT.” While this construction is usually formed by verbal sentences,
combinations of nominal and verbal sentences and of two or more nominal sentences are also common. This
“compound topicalized sentence” expresses three meanings: (i) contrasting situations; (ii) describing a situation
or an object; and (iii) stating simultaneous events. A mutual relationship among the concerned topics, as well as
the characteristics of the predicates, plays a key role in the choice between these meanings. Arguing for the role
of topicalization in this construction, this paper concludes that topicalization has two functions: grouping
sentences, and the structural leveling of nominal and verbal sentences.
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