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Inscribing the Mind:; Boole's Algebra of Logic
and the New Semiotic

Sohei Sakamoto®

The aim of this paper is to reexamine the background and purport of Boole's Algebra of logic, in
the light of inscribing the mind or making the noetic explicit by symbols. In the beginning, we focus
on Peacock’s symbolical algebra as a theoretical predecessor of Boole's system, and demonstrate
that symbolical algebra is based on a new semiotic driven by the anxiety of symbols lacking their
referent. Boole's work can be viewed as an application of such algebra and semiotic to logic. But,
in his conception of that science, logic is concerned only with the “laws of thought” of noetic, not
intuitive, domain of the mind. Then, for him, “laws of thought” must be the same as the laws of
symbolic language. Again, ultimately, They must be “equivalent forms” of the rules of an algebra

admitting only of the values 0 and 1. Boole inscribed the mind in such way.
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