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An examination of the impact of local government initiative to the quality improvement of early
childhood education, focusing on the function of ECEC integration and ECEC center

Orie SASAKI, Yoshinori ABE, Yusuke MURAKAMI

This article examines the impact of local initiative of administrative integration and establishment of ECEC center to the
improvement of quality of ECEC. Administrative integration of two systems (childcare and pre-primary education) is in progress
especially after 2012. The necessity of establishment of ECEC center is discussed at Central Council for Education since 2005
and the political initiative started since 2016. Through our qualitative and quantitative examination of the impact of those initiatives,

it was revealed that each initiative has different impact on the ECEC quality improvement.
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