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Masashi Ishibashi was a Japanese Socialist Party (JSP)politician in major positions, including
party leader, and was known as a specialist in diplomacy and defense. In the context of Japanese
party politics, as well as diplomacy and defense, Ishibashi's thought and behavior had major influence.
This article aims to analyze both the realities and ideals of Ishibashi's diplomacy, with the former
referring to his thoughts on the Japan-U.S Alliance as well as the enduring system constructed by the
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), and the latter to his path to the realization of unarmed neutrality.
Through this analysis, it is also possible to understand the relation between party politics, diplomacy,
and defense in Japan.

The present article defines two periods in Ishibashi's development. In the first, from his election
in 1955 to the reversion of Okinawa in 1972, he introduced his unique behavior and crafted a plan to
mold reality to fit his ideals. In the attempt to protest LDP policy, Ishibashi prioritized cooperation
with other actors over strict adherence to his or the JSP’'s opinions. In addition, he believed the JSP
and its members needed a more realistic to the diplomacy and defense. This idea formed the basis
of what came to be called the “Ishibashi Plan,” which was seen as both a realistic path to unarmed
neutrality, but also a major confrontation with the JSP’s ideals in regard to strict meaning.

The second period, from the rapprochement with China to the time before the reignition of
the Cold War, Ishibashi’'s arguments in regard to diplomacy and defense were weakened. This has
four reasons. First, he thought Japan-U.S alliance lost its substance as Japan bettered relations with
China and the Soviet Union. Second, as the LDP and opposition had almost equivalent seats in the
Diet, he prioritized cooperation between opposition parties, not unarmed neutrality. Third, Ishibashi
was satisfied with the relationship between Japan and the USSR at this time. Fourth, and finally,
confrontation between China and the USSR influenced internal conflict inside the JSP.

The final period of this analysis is between the end of detente--and subsequent re-intensification
of the Cold War--and the Gulf War. For Ishibashi, the re-emergence of the Cold War meant the
resurrection of the Japan-U.S. alliance. In his famous book Unarmed Neutrality, he sees the alliance
as part of a cycle in which global tensions and the destruction of democracy are mutually reinforcing.
As the alliance deepened in the Nakasone era, he presented his theory that the Self Defense Forces
(SDF)were “unconstitutional but legal” as a means of preserving neutrality. When the Cold War
ended, Ishibashi believed that the Japan-U.S. alliance had lost its basis, and that the “ideal” was
increasingly close to realization. However, his expectations were betrayed by the Gulf War, and the
“Ishibashi Plan” lost its validity outside of the Cold War world order.

Ishibshi had a pragmatic plan that could be fulfilled in regard to Japanese foreign policy and
national security despite the existence of the Mutual Security Treaty. This attitude, however,
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conflicted with the creation of a specific definition for “unarmed neutrality.” This put him in the
dilemma of conceding the “ideal” to “reality.” In party politics, he tried to realize his ideals by
cooperating with opposing parties, even if it meant the concession of his stance on diplomatic and
defense matters. But this half-way effort ultimately failed, and his influence on politics decreased.
During his time as a politician, cooperation between opposition parties to break the LDP’s diplomatic
and defense policy was challenging.
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