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Rethinking Disability Movement of Parents of Children with Disabilities in 1970s:

In Comparison with Independent Living Movement

Asako HIRASHIMA (Asako SEKI)

This paper aims to question the historical image that places movements of parents and that of people with disabilities as contradicting

beliefs.

A case study was conducted on Tannpopo Movement (Dandelion Movement), which started in 1973 by mothers of children with

disability. This paper works on the reconfiguration of the 1970s of Tannpopo movement focusing on its objectives, followed by the

comparison of Tannpopo Movement and the Independent Living Movement.

These inquiries resulted in revision of the historical image by adding “Movement of parents that sought to expand the possibility of

their children’s living environment which was limited to home and facility, also started in 1970s.” The main contribution of this paper is

that it provided materials to explore the possibility and limit of how people who does not have disability himself/herself can be involved

to the disability issue.
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