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How “Poverty” Has Been Discussed in Modern Japan

—From the Quantitative Text Analysis of Magazine Article Titles —

Yuji TANAKA

The aim of this paper is to clarify the transition of “poverty” discourse in modern Japan since 1986 by quantitative text analysis of

magazine article titles.

The temporal differences in the discourse of poverty are examined by correspondence analysis. The discourse is classified into four

groups consequently: Group I (from 1986 to 1991 and from 1996 to 2005), Group II (from 1992 to 1995), Group II (from 2006 to 2009),

and Group IV (since 2010). As a result of the quantitative text analysis of each period, it is found that each group has different views on

poverty. Specifically, poverty in modern Japan has gradually been discussed with seriousness since 2006. Furthermore, these changes of

the discourse correspond to those in the relative poverty rate in Japan.
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