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Analysis of School Oral History:

Curriculum Development and Innovation of Project-Based Learning in Japan

Akiko MIKOUCHI, Yusuke FUJII, Yuu KIMURA, and Kiyomi AKITA

The purpose of this paper is to reveal the multiple processes of curriculum development and innovation of Inquiry-based learning
by Japanese school teachers in secondary education. In Japan inquiry-based learning, especially Problem-based Learning and Project-
based Learning, are currently receiving considerable attention for addressing the rapid-social changes anticipoted in the knowledge-
based society by the year 2030 and beyond. The curriculum based on the educational policy, the curriculum experienced by students,
and the reality of the curriculum mended and experienced by teachers have not been adequatly studied. This paper presents the
multiple aspects of the the curriculum development by teachers by collecting narratives from the teachers themselves as one of the
research projects of the Japan Innovative Schools Network supported by OECD. The project provides a means by which both teachers

and researchers can work together to develope innovative curricula.
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