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Consideration of the Competence Formation Process of Museum
Curators: Focusing on the Study of Curators' Professionality since

the 1970s

Yurie NAKAGAWA*

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

In this paper, I examine the process of professional competence formation of curators from the viewpoint of
the relationship between curators and citizens and clarify the characteristics of curators’ support for citizens’
learning. Since the 1970s, curators’ professionality has comprised three elements: researchers, engineers, and
educators. In recent years, curators are valued for their ability to form everyday relationships with others, such as
general abilities, and they are required to engage with a variety of actors inside and outside the museum. With
regard to competence formation process of curators, I organized the discussions on the cooperation among
curators and between curators and citizens and tried to understand the process of competence formation in
multiple layers by organically joining the three elements of professionality. The diverse relationships of curators
make learning in the museum more expansive and promote thinking, which differentiates it from educators.
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