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SUMMARY

Purpose of the investigation

The Soya region, including the area of Wakkanai City, located in the northern tip of Hokkaido, occupies an important
place when considering the history of cultural interaction between the island of Hokkaido and the island of Sakhalin
during the Quaternary period from the Paleolithic to the Ainu eras. However, only fragmentary information has been
collected about archaeological sites in the Soya region, especially the Jomon/Neolithic sites. Since 2001, the University of
Tokyo Department of Archaeology and the Tokoro Research Laboratory have been studying prehistoric cultural interaction
around the Mamiya/Tatar Strait (Hokkaido, Sakhalin and the Lower Amur basin), through a joint Japan-Russia research
project involving the Khabarovsk Regional Museum and Sakhalin State University. Therefore, in parallel with the research
being conducted on the Neolithic sites at Sakhalin, we started an investigation of Jomon period sites in Wakkanai City,
which is the closest city to Sakhalin Island.

The excavations were conducted at Koetoi-onuma-kyuryo 10 site, Keihoku 1 site, Shupunto 5 site and Shupunto 6
site from October 9 to 16, 2019. The project was directed by Dr. Masahiro Fukuda (Department of Archacology, Graduate
School of Humanities and Sociology, University of Tokyo) with support from the JSPS Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (B).

Koetoi-onuma-kyuryo 10 Site

Seven test pits (each measuring 1 m’) were excavated. Most of them showed peat and river sediments under the
additional soil added by modern land formation of 5.5 m to 6.1 m in elevation. The peat and sediments is the alluvium of
the Holocene, which were formed after the phase of Jomon transgression. There was no cultural layer above the peat and
sediment layers. The artifacts that were collected around this area in the past could have been contained in landslide from

the terrace to the south.

Keihoku 1 Site

Seven test pits (each measuring 1 m®) were excavated. At TP-1, a small pit (Pit 1) was exposed. Since fragments of
Hokuto (Tokoro-6-rui) type pottery and obsidian stone flakes and chips accompanied it, this could have been an
arrangement of a feature belonging to the Middle/Late Jomon period. There were no artifacts from other periods. At TP-3,
a small hearth (Hearth 1) accompanied with a Satsumon-type pottery fragment was found. This might be a trace of activity
by occupants during the Satsumon period; however, there were no other artifacts to provide conclusive proof of the period.
Although the features found in TP-1 and TP-3 are almost at the same level, it is uncertain whether they belong to the same

chronological phase.



SUMMARY

Shupunto 5 Site and Shupunto 6 Site

At the Shupunto 5 site, ten test pits (TP-1: 4 m’, TP-2: 2 m” and TP-3~10: 1 m®) were excavated. A cultural layer was
found in TP-1 and TP-2, which was positioned on a gentle slope of about 8 to 14 m in elevation. TP-1 showed a great deal
of debris from obsidian stone tool production in a planer distribution. The cultural layer was post-disturbed by the roots of
trees and burnt, but it was not clear whether this was related to human activity. At TP-2, a few stone flakes and a lot of
debris (both obsidian), and some body-part sherds of Hokuto-type pottery were recovered. TP-2 was positioned on a flat
terrace surface slightly lower than TP-1, but no features were unearthed. Thus, there are no reasons to draw a connection
between the archaeological contexts of each test pit. At the Shupunto 6 site, two test pits (each measuring 1 m’) were
excavated on a terrace-like surface of about 17 to 18 m in elevation. Neither of them had any archaeological sediment and
spring water came out from 0.6 to 0.7 m underground. Here, the sedimentary condition is different from the slope where

TP-1 and TP-2 of the Shupunto 5 site were positioned.

Conclusion

From the investigation, it was confirmed that cultural layers and features of the Middle/Late Jomon (Hokuto type)
period were preserved at the Keihoku 1 site and the Shupunto 5 site. Since they have a high possibility to be settlements,
it is necessary to determine the extent of the sites. With regard to the Koetoi-onuma-kyuryo 10 site, the result implies the
existence of an unknown cultural property on the northern terrace of Koetoi-onuma Hill (Kyuryo). In conclusion, the sites
of the Middle/Late Jomon period around Lake Onuma in Wakkanai City, tend to be located on the edge of a Pleistocene
terrace that is relatively flat and facing a river or a lake. However, there could be more sites that have not yet been
discovered due to the few modern development projects and the thick growth of striped bamboo (Sasa veitchii). 1t is

necessary to consider these matters in order to understand the distribution of the Jomon sites in the Soya Bay area.
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