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Summary

This paper examines some Japanese performing arts sent to the United States
in the 1950s, especially focusing on the first visit of gagaku troupes, the troupe of
dancers and musicians from the Japanese Imperial Household to the United States in
1959. There were various factors which made the gagaku visit possible.

In the mid-1950s, there was a so-called “Japan Boom” in the United States.
Realizing the importance of the Japanese arts which could inspire the western
arts, some American artists and intellectuals worked to promote the attractiveness
of the Japanese arts to American citizens. The Japanese performing arts were
not an exception. The nihon-buyo performance so-called Azuma Kabuki in 1954
strengthened the interest in the Japanese traditional arts among some American
citizens.

The artistic interest of Lincoln Kirstein in the Japanese arts was the important
factor in the realization of the gagaku visit. As general director of the New York City
Ballet, Kirstein thought the music and dance of gagaku would have a good influence
on western performing arts. Although he could not get financial support from the U.S.
government and the Rockefeller Foundation, he realized the project by cooperating
with the Japanese government which became interested in exporting the Japanese
culture abroad at that time.

The success of the gagaku visit show that some Americans in the 1950s sought
the traditional Japanese culture which was not Americanized. This fact made
the Japanese proud of their traditional culture, which resulted in the increase in
exportation of the Japanese arts abroad.
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MELZ DD Lol bZeEZOND,

19594F 2T A Y I COMRRHE 2 EH I/ —I—2 - Y54 - NI (New
York City Ballet, NYCB) #E D 1) > #— > « 1 —ZXF 4 ~ (Lincoln Kirstein) &. ¥
BICHLOE RS TV T AU A ADDE ) ThH 5™ I3 1960 4 IO T A U H 424
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and Academy, ANTA) 5 D& &) 2 WRE L Tz RO A 53R S 1721959
E3 Ao THWEEL S DREEEL 2 LIZTE LD o724

ANTA 13 1935 4E 127 7. S N FEE AR T, 1950 4SRRI IR EBE 2 S D&t % Z 1T,
HAE, P, B S Vo T X ) H OEM R EIANE L RE DR, METEITo Tz,
H—AT A ZIIBEROBRGTILCE L. JRELORERIGE T 2 HIAE, HAOEM, F72,
SEICET2HEMICEIML Tz, ZOWTHERINDDIIXEIZT 2 ) HZEM O IRE
P2o7edls B—AT 4 VIZHEERHZZ Z 5 UH 0 5 F R ORFALEE L ERL T
W7z, LA L, BERREZHEIC, ANTADSHALVEM O T 2 ) hiRiEZ 3BT 5 2 L idi3
LAY o7 HEICHLTH, UWANTADREN S KOG 285, ¥ x 8

W — I VOB EEROREEINICH —AT 41, 1948 4EIINYCB R EL, 7 AY AL
HANVIRIEDIC, P 19584E & TR R BB ILICI LS a5 705, 1950 4EAHTI S S B S A7l
RIZL W2 @ LTI 2K U T/l 9, Lincoln Kirstein (LK) to John D. Rockefeller, June
3, 1955, folder (f.) 475, box (b.) 53, series (s.)1, FA108, John D. Rockefeller Papers, Rockefeller Archive
Center, New York.

4 1K to Edgar Young, Apr. 20, 1959, £.8, b.16, Morton Baum Papers, New York Public Library for the
Performing Arts, Dorothy and Lewis B. Cullman Center (LPA), New York.

46) Duberman, The Worlds of Lincoln Kirstein, 534; LK to Donald Richie, July 6, 1958, f.2, b.1, Letters
from Lincoln Kirstein to Donald Richie, 1957-1964, LPA.

D g TR [ P RS 4 HOE KT A1), 1958 4ETH 10 Hy 10077, AMEHAMEE
SRR

) “Dance Advisory Panel: International Exchange Program,” Jan. 19, 1956, f.14 (2); “Dance Advisory
Panel: International Exchange Program,” Dec. 20, 1956, f.14 (1), b.101, s.5, Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs Historical Collection, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkansas.
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fifi,

500 LK to Robert Garfias, Mar. 30, 1959, 1'-0077, #}H & 54258 HkHi o

SV Ibid., [HESETRROMEL 195945 H 12 H. 120077, SHBAINAE R,

52 LK to Richie, Apr. 17, 1959, £.3, b.1, Letters from LK to Richie, LPA; LK to Young, Apr. 20, 1959.

53 it HAR DAL BOR 258 - 7o I L 2 by 1959 451% [ HADEIB b 32 2B s RiR S ure
B 13500, B [ HAROMISULEGE]. 69H,

SN SRR Z E oSy 3 T8 H BB, 19554810 A 12 By TRGE & 3 b seqb ) 199 H i m.
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55 195TAERERL [ DA HZEDII] T FMEEOR &[T 5 51T RO EBS LA F O g it %
BHIIL, HB0E, ABEEADORENZDOWTTIB1ZTES REDOW % RO TINDEB 225 LI R
BRAEE E 2220 WCIRI TH 2 ERLSNT V2, SEBA [DIEDEN] (M54, 19574). 162, 164H,
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A [ HARDRSSLBRE], 60, 64, 100, 130E,

0 THIH - v i) (20T 459 % 5% (19584F), 229-30 L,

60) LK to Robert Chapman, Mar. 20, 1958; LK to Chapman, Apr. 2, 1958; LK to Chapman, Apr. 12, 1958,
b.1, Lincoln Kirstein Papers, 1951-1999, LPA.

U 1K to Richie, July 16, 1958, £.2, b.1, Letters from LK to Richie, LPA; LK to Young, Apr. 20, 1959.
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D THEROF Y=y - h—ATF VR BB 4585 (19594), 19H.,

S Tfess 7 A) A%ATC 201 TRBSHE] 4635 (19594E), 3,

9 Lincoln Kirstein, By With To & From: A Lincoln Kirstein Reader (New York: Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 1991), 188.

9 [HiIH - Svimgl, 2315,

69 Kirstein, By With To & From, 189, 191.

7 LK to Young, Apr. 20, 1959. FEAE /AW IZFAT LRV b - AV T4 T A, HBOA 2 2—T, HAA
PR ICRF LT 2R C TV Ic /LT 5, Naoko Terauchi, “Interview with Robert Garfias,” [[EIF3
SALZRZE] %4675 (2016 4F) . 103-4 T,

S [HFTA) AT 2D, 4H,

) GAGAKU: The Music and Dances of the Japanese Imperial Household (New York: Theatre Arts
Books, 1959), f.Bunraku, gagaku, b.7, Lincoln Kirstein Papers, 19141991, LPA.
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70 LK to Richie, Oct. 24, 1958, £.2, b.1, Letters from LK to Richie, LPA.
" LK to Robert Garfias, Mar. 30, 1959.
D HEET A ARAT ZD1) 2-4EL [HERETA) A%4T 202 TBIBESHL] 4647 (19594F), 3-5H,
7 “Royal Japan Dance Group Coming Here: Gagaku Will Appear at the City Center,” New York Herald
Tribune, Mar. 18, 1959; “Gagaku Dancers Perform at U.N. in Tour Opening,” New York Herald Tribune, May
26, 1959.

™ “Japanese Dancers Bring Color to Stately Dumbarton Oaks,” Washington Post, June 7, 1959.

7) “Japanese Dancers to Perform Here,” New York Times, Mar. 18, 1959; “Japanese Troupe to Benefit
Library’s Dance Collection,” New York Herald Tribune, May 1, 1959; “Japan Dancers Feature Arts Festival
Program,” Daily Boston Globe, May 24, 1959; “Gagaku Offers Second Suite at City Center,” New York

Herald Tribune, May 29, 1959.
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