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Summary

Aiming to fill a scholarly void in the dominant American civil rights
historiography, as well as in the history of the white South’s massive resistance, this
article sheds light on a virtually overlooked, but nevertheless significant, school
desegregation crisis that engulfed the small rural community of Mansfield, Texas, in
the wake of the 1954 U.S. Supreme Court’s Brown ruling. All too often, the general
narrative of the civil rights movement has focused on black southerners’ struggles
to desegregate public schools and public accommodations waged in the Deep South
states such as Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, and it has, whether intended or
not, resulted in drawing much needed attention away from the similar endeavors that
occurred in the Peripheral South states during the civil rights years. In this respect,
Texas, as one of those Peripheral South states, and what happened at Mansfield High
School in the late summer of 1956 were no exceptions. Although history attests that
the efforts to desegregate Mansfield High School came to naught in the end and that
the school remained racially segregated for nine more years until 1965—and thus, the
whole civil rights episode seems to have been relegated to a historical footnote—the
1956 Mansfield incident in fact served as a crucial, albeit little-known and unhailed,
precursor to the well-documented Central High School desegregation ordeal in Little
Rock, Arkansas, that happened only a year later. This was then followed by the
proliferation of similar school desegregation crises in the Deep South states during
the early 1960s.
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folder: “Segregation—Miscellaneous,” box 1977/081-464; Will Crew Morris to M. K. Curry Jr. [president,
Bishop College, Marshall, Tex.], Aug. 19, 1955, 1, folder: “Texas Advisory Committee on Segregation in the
Public Schools,” box 1977/081-116, both in Records of Texas Governor Allan Shivers.
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18) «Appendix 1: Preliminary Report of the Legal and Legislative Subcommittee, Texas Advisory Committee

on Segregation in the Public Schools, Austin, Texas, August 18, 1955,” in Texas Advisory Committee
on Segregation in the Public Schools, “Report of the Legal and Legislative Subcommittee of the Texas
Advisory Committee on Segregation in the Public Schools,” n.p. [p. 36]; “. . . [illegible] to Go Slow by Legal
Subcommittee,” Fort Worth (Tex.) Star-Telegram, Aug. 21, 1955 [?], envelope: “Segregation, Texas,” Fort
Worth Star-Telegram Newspaper Clippings Collection, Special Collections and Archives, University of Texas at
Arlington, Arlington, Tex.

19 Griffin and Freedman, Mansfield, Texas, 5; Mansfield (Tex.) News, Oct. 27, 1955.
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200 J. W. Peltason, Fifty-Eight Lonely Men: Southern Federal Judges and School Desegregation (New York:
Harcourt, Brace, and World, 1961; reprint, Urbana: Univ. of Illinois Press, 1971), 110-11; Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, Aug. 28, 1956.

2D James O. Eastland, “We 've Reached Era of Judicial Tyranny”: An Address by Senator James O. Eastland
of Mississippi before the Statewide Convention of the Association of Citizens’ Councils of Mississippi Held in
Jackson, December 1, 1955 (Winona, Miss.: Association of Citizens’ Councils of Mississippi, n.d. [19567?]), 15,
folder 12, box 124, Paul B. Johnson Family Papers, Archives and Manuscript Department, William D. McCain
Library and Archives, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, Miss.

22 Webb B. Joiner [Arlington, Tex., resident] to Allan Shivers, Sept. 3, 1956, folder: “Segregation—
Mansfield, 1956,” box 1977/081-532, Records of Texas Governor Allan Shivers; Griffin and Freedman,
Mansfield, Texas, 6; Mansfield Historical Society, The History of Mansfield, Texas: Mid 1800—-1965 (Dallas,
Tex.: Curtis Media, 1996), 88, Research Room, Mansfield Historical Museum and Heritage Center, Mansfield,
Tex.; L. Clifford Davis, “Oral History with L. Clifford Davis,” filmed interview by Todd Moye, June 11, 2015,
Civil Rights in Black and Brown Oral History Project, Mary Couts Burnett Library, Texas Christian University,
Fort Worth, Tex.
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) Dallas (Tex.) Morning News, Aug. 31, 1956.

24 Mansfield Historical Society, The History of Mansfield, Texas, 88; Griffin and Freedman, Mansfield,
Texas, 7.

23 Office of the Governor, press memorandum [the first press memorandum of the day], Aug. 31, 1956,
folder: “[Press Memorandum, Office of the Governor,] August 1956,” box 1977/081-532, Records of Texas
Governor Allan Shivers.
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20 Office of the Governor, press memorandum [the second press memorandum of the day], Aug. 31, 1956,
folder: “[Press Memorandum, Office of the Governor,] August 1956,” box 1977/081-532, Records of Texas
Governor Allan Shivers.

27 Griffin and Freedman, Mansfield, Texas, 8; Mansfield Historical Society, The History of Mansfield, Texas,
88.

%) Austin (Tex.) Statesman, Sept. 5, 1956; Brownsville (Tex.) Herald, Sept. 5, 1956.

29) Dwight D. Eisenhower, “The President’s News Conference of September 5, 1956,” in Public Papers of
the Presidents of the United States: Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1956 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1958), 735, 741.
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0 HEAIR - ARMEAA, ZLTHIZT 797 HE L LTO 7A€ 07— K EO ARG OUT
W FIRBEENE - ACEH D ONTOL TR T KBRDBEZIL 5, LD, [y AT74—F
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KL E LD TEOENI 777 R 2R XFHEONEPRDLNTHY, 2B TT/ Lo
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THRT 23T AT 777 W, TR L2 RWEROHE R BRS¢ TLE I #
KPR ATHAI EDFN# LTV %, Dwight D. Eisenhower, diary entry, July 24, 1953, folder: “Diary—
Copies of Dwight D. Eisenhower Personal, 1953-54 (2),” box 9, Dwight D. Eisenhower Diary Series; Ann C.
Whitman [Eisenhower’s personal secretary at the White House], “Diary [Entry],” Aug. 14, 1956, folder: “August
1956 Diary (1),” box 8, Ann C. Whitman Diary Series; Whitman, “Telephone Calls,” memo, Aug. 19, 1956,
folder: “August 1956 Diary (1),” box 8, Ann C. Whitman Diary Series, all in Papers of Dwight D. Eisenhower as
President, Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Abilene, Kans.

3V Herbert Brownell and John P. Burke, Advising lke: The Memoirs of Attorney General Herbert Brownell
(Lawrence: Univ. Press of Kansas, 1993), 196; David A. Nichols, 4 Matter of Justice: Eisenhower and the
Beginning of the Civil Rights Revolution (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2007), 136.

32) Ladino, Desegregating Texas Schools, 114; Ramona Houston, “The NAACP State Conference in Texas:
Intermediary and Catalyst for Change, 1937-1957,” Journal of African American History 94 (Fall 2009): 521.

3 Dallas Morning News, Sept. 7, 1956; Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Sept. 7, 1956; Amilcar Shabazz,
Advancing Democracy: African Americans and the Struggle for Access and Equality in Higher Education
in Texas (Chapel Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 2004), 269; Martin Herman Kuhlman, “The Civil
Rights Movement in Texas: Desegregation of Public Accommodations, 1950-1964,” Ph.D. diss., Texas Tech
University, 1994, 118-19.
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3 Mansfield News, Sept. 6, 1956.

3 Office of the Attorney General, press release, Sept. 6, 1956, folder: “Segregation—Mansfield, 1956,” box
1977/081-532, Records of Texas Governor Allan Shivers; “Legal Action,” Southern School News [publication
of the Southern Education Reporting Service, Nashville, Tenn.], June 1957, 2, Southern School News
Collection, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville, Tenn.

39 Texas Advisory Committee on Segregation in the Public Schools, “Report of the Legal and Legislative
Subcommittee of the Texas Advisory Committee on Segregation in the Public Schools,” 26-33; Charles Waite,
“Price Daniel, Texas Democrats, and School Segregation, 1956-1957,” East Texas Historical Journal 48 (Fall
2010): 116-17.
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37 Price Daniel, statement, May 23, 1957, folder: “Segregation,” box 369, Governor Price Daniel Records, Sam
Houston Regional Library and Research Center, Texas State Library and Archives, Liberty, Tex.; Dallas Morning
News, May 24, 1957; “Texas Legislators Pass Pupil Assignment Law,” Southern School News, June 1957, 2,
Southern School News Collection; U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Report of the United States Commission on
Civil Rights, 1959, 204, 239.

3% “Texas: Pace Increases in Last Part of Decade,” Southern School News, May 17, 1964, 14, Southern
School News Collection; U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 1964 Staff Report: Public Education (Washington,
D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1964), 219, 291; Campbell, Gone to Texas, 427; James McEnteer, Deep
in the Heart: The Texas Tendency in American Politics (Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 2004), 84.

3% The author’s memo taken at a panel discussion entitled “Integrating Mansfield Schools: First Person
Voices,” cohosted by the University Libraries, the Center for African American Studies, and the Center
for Greater Southwestern Studies of the University of Texas at Arlington, Feb. 26, 2019, Central Library,
University of Texas at Arlington, Arlington, Tex.; Angelica Perez, “Discussion Panel Features First-Person
Accounts of the Integration of Mansfield Schools,” Shorthorn [campus newspaper at the University of Texas at
Arlington], Feb. 27, 2019; Dallas Morning News, Aug. 30, 2018; Ladino, Desegregating Texas Schools, 142.



126

W, 2L TTFHAMD [AGEKS] 28F L L9 &35 7 39 AMBUGIC X 2 BUEHR
WOREZ, S SIIZEIITEITFE LTOT A ¥ Ny — KFHEBMEIC X 5838 - BB L »
Iy WHIEHRBW R ZEE I T A2 ek ah ozl 2R LZZOFMNIE. 7
A KRB ANRMGER RS T 7 4 TICBIF 5 (AL Tldze <, THE] oz h
TLEHIZ L, Bo2DTH S,

L2LAPRE, FIZZO[T Y A7 4 =V FEEF] 25 7 F 5 2AMBASRMEED)
B BT IRRASRMEEB L OB OLIRICBWT, BELREZ HOFMHTH -
o2l BBEESNTE RS2V, 19545FEIC [T g A, 2L CZOHRFEICH -
% 1955 4RI S DY REATHIIAST A V) A WIS AN L ) TNk, vV AT 4 —
WV RANEIRAE, IS EIERFIC & 2 NEE I BIT 5 ANl AT L. 7 F AN
BOTZ7HOFXTHY, 19564EICEL TV A7 14—V FEF] 2iie L
Ty 195STHHAEEIZBW TR T F I ZAMAD 1201 L RATHKT (o d 29 L
Xix. TCRBNEFEIATED, b L AMEDTH B 7 F 3 AINEEBIALE T 54X Tldd -
2 on), ANEHE - LEANOBITIED SN0 TH 5.5 M), 1950 £ 5% FH 5
1960 4EARFI T CORANAREEF O 2 8 L. ARG ~OBATZ 4y U % 8
FREFIC 2 8 L 72 7 0 AMBUE 25, 6% - BpREO A H O [ 258 (B
BRI, [FFT2 - LUy Iy —XIKBDORETH 722085 $585 L L2, MAIKCE
FAM—DITI =T 4 =, B R0, MTHHRVIT VAT 4=V R THo72,

[TV A7 4 =)V BRI ICBELTO, FEFFAMNE Y T 7 —RI2E 520 [MHE]
DM, MFo%. AEESIFIB 5 ANERS % 18 2 A oM o mEE S
W&o T EIREREMIC (F L TRIIGEPITEIFICS) IHT57-00FEE LTH
ENTWL e ehd, [RYAT 4=V FEKFM] 2O 1FFEXEZZ19574E9H, 7—
Hr—=HE) bray ZIZBWT, ERNAAKTH -7t v b I VERSS ARG -
HERAGOBELE R, TLERENRRRERET L, YAATAT2h L. 2O
fvay 7 -y I VEREE] BREKROEHONE Shiize 7 2 HEEEE NS RME
EELF T 54 TICBVT, BT RE EINEZOANEREFMAITB T, HIREH P
WHDERDJEEF729 B DBNETEED, HEBANDAFEZH AR DD TH D05, CHUIBEL.
HRE L. WL R LMo NMERPBEILT 50 BIEICAELLTY Y AT 4=
FERFEE]ICBEL T 74 €T = KEEDSHFENORNADEEEZ B -2 %
FWML Tz, o7 —Hh vy —MagE+—"2 7 - E+ 7% —sYZ (Orval E. Faubus) i,
FHFEOXRHOT, Z L THEMARL LTRBAEEZEOAZEZHIET 572012, 7—4 ~
V—HEEZMNEICRE L, ZAICED ) brvay ZiEdherdb, RS TICE>» L8
OMEMAERL 72D TH 5.4 ZOPITRAT, KEFE LTO2MHZWZ TWT
A XU NT =1, BAREZEOTEITZ#T AV HICE 5 TOTITNEHRE| LI, &

40 Alwyn Barr, Black Texans: A History of Afvican Americans in Texas, 1528-1995, 2nd ed. (Norman: Univ.
of Oklahoma Press, 1996), 208.
4 Orval E. Faubus, “Proclamation,” Sept. 2, 1957, folder 4, box 496, subseries 1, series 14, Orval Eugene

Faubus Papers, Special Collections, David W. Mullins Library, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark.



WRIRFT A ) A REEATE 55 20 75 127

AR TIED D 2255 51,2005 OBBEOSREREFELLZ Y bro v 7K D AATEE,
HANEFEICE Y P I VERNOAFZER L0 TH 7. TNSIZDEA
RS O®%. Y bvay 2 - -4 | (“Little Rock Nine”) & IRIEh. HEx 2h.
ZLCEANARMEETN ST 74 7OPTRESNEIT TSI ELLOTH LA, £
D—F AEETIICBT D [ AHGHE - Rl L) ROBEZHI§Z Lok dh o7,
RUVATA =NV IR RZDBAAEEL H#2rOD [ AT 4=V by T] L
BENbZedenE T, ARMEEHLFI 71 7I2BVWT, BHIORNRE SNTWwHoT
LEo72DThH5b,

1957 EMEINRE 27— v —=MHEICBI L) bvay 7 - ¥ b I VERSM
. 7 A A ARG RO R O I RN DI, BAOWR - ARMEHELYHWE L,
FREF S SN I A YR L 72 i IOk F L 2 D, 2o miZBW T G B
ANARMEERHNF F7 4 TICBVWTEELRMVZ 50530 ENIDTEHHD
DY) My 7 TOHRFIZBWT, AHGHE - REEFIE O Z XL 7200FEE LT
T =7V —NAESH W R — [ \KIR L 72T —— 1, Jok. 2odik
BEOL x99 EVERNIS, [V AT 4=V FERFG] ICBWTT S AMmET 7 7 —
ALV HOLNT Wb 0N, ZOEALE LTV DTHE, T—H YV —HTD
[Vbbrvay s -y I VERESE]OHD. 1960FEROLIXITELEFT, IV Ty
E—MNmIFE a2 X - R ¥—% > b (Ross R. Barnett) %, 73NN MNMFYa—Y -C-
%7 4 — L A (George C. Wallace) 123\ 5 72 PLE Ry (Z . 196249 D[ ¥
Ty ¥ —KFEHEM] L 19636 HD [T I3 KFFHM]) ISR SN0, AHE G
BUIL[I A - 7y HIERSZE - - HEiBHNITBFRESICX 5. MNIEOREH & EH
PRTHNTWLKDTH B, TORL 19564F9H, ¥ Y A7 4 — )V FEREZ LR L L7z
FAERADH) PR, FHAAEEO AR EREHGCE OIS 2 7202, AHEfE
ENOBITZHELNTWALE T Y AT 4 — )V FEKRIE, [EEEBEAMAN LS &mE
DS, FAHTIEBMEL LTORN] 22 T0E00L)THL,LEMEL, [/
A= BAEEENAETOLE)IDORS, SHREHOELFTH LI LA % I125E
WhREW] EDLEEZHBE L TWLIOTHED, T3, CORMEBRTEREICL L TRIZ
ELEDBDLELT, ZOHDOT A AHHAMWBED D IZBWT, BRIZHFA T LD
TH5.Y

) Dwight D. Eisenhower, “Statement by the President regarding Occurrences at Central High School in
Little Rock, September 23, 1957”; Eisenhower, “Radio and Television Address to the American People on the
Situation in Little Rock, Arkansas, September 24, 1957,” both in Public Papers of the Presidents of the United
States: Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1957 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1958), 689-94.

) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Sept. 2, 1956.



