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Melanie Oppenheimer, “Reflections on the Easternisation of the Red Cross Movement:
The Role of the Japanese Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies, 1907-1926.”

[BEEE]

The paper focuses on three distinct moments in the history of the Japanese Red Cross
between 1907 and 1926 as a way of analyzing the relationship of this national Red Cross
society and the broader Red Cross Movement. The Japanese Red Cross was one of the largest
in the world and was part of the Japanese modernization and democratization processes of the
Meiji period with the Hakuaisha Society (or Philanthropic Society) established in 1877. The
three ‘moments’ explored in the paper are the production of five issues of an English language
journal, The Red Cross in the Far East published between 1907 and 1915; and the creation of
the Empress Shoken Fund, the oldest and largest continuous fund of the Red Cross movement.
It still exists today with grant allocations announced on 11 April each year, the anniversary
of the Empress’ death. The fund has been topped up periodically by the Imperial family, the
Japanese government and private benefactors. The third moment is the Second Conference of
the Oriental Red Cross Societies, held in Tokyo in November 1926. Under the auspices of the
League of Red Cross Societies and organized by the Japanese Red Cross, it coincided with the
50" anniversary of the founding of the Japanese Red Cross and was only the second meeting
of the Red Cross Movement held in Asia.

It is within this brief period where positive attempts at humanitarian diplomacy within the
Red Cross Movement were enacted through the work of the League of Red Cross Societies
and its largest national society, the Japanese Red Cross. It was here where attempts were
made for the East to lead or influence the West — or at least meet as equals. It was an all-
too-brief moment, but it did have an impact on the Red Cross Movement especially in terms
of diversity and developing peacetime programmes. These initiatives, the Empress Shoken
Fund and hosting of the Second Oriental Red Cross Conference, for example, occurred before
the ‘militaristic turn’ and global uncertainty of the 1930s, the Manchurian Incident of 1931,
Japan leaving the League of Nations in 1933 and so on. By focusing on international voluntary
organisations such as the Japanese Red Cross, this paper makes us reassess the complexity
of the interwar period. It allows us to explore in more depth the roles of non-state actors in
international relations discourse and to follow Akira Iriye’s lead and demonstrate how the
Japanese Red Cross has ‘contributed to the making of the contemporary world.”" Finally, it

D Akira Iriye, Global Community: The Role of International Organisations in the Making of the

Contemporary World (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002).
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reveals the importance of the Japanese Red Cross as a vehicle for internationalisation during
the first decades of the twentieth century and its role in the all too brief period of Japanese
‘liberalism’ in the 1920s.
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Kendall Heitzman, “Yasuoka Shotard, Nashville 1960, and the Triangulation of
History.”
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Lon Kurashige, “Transpacific Scholars: Conceptualizing the Case of American
Studies in Japan.”

[REEE]

A recent wave of scholarship focuses on back-and-forth flows of migrants, products, and
cultures across the Pacific Ocean. But little attention has been paid to the scholars who conduct
such studies. What role do they play as agents in the making of the transpacific world? How
have their actions shaped, and been shaped by, global networks and structures of scholarly
research and exchange? This talk explored the case of American Studies scholars in Japan
for what it can reveal about power dynamics within global systems of scholarly research,
publishing, and status in the humanities and social sciences. It laid out a research plan
addressing the project’s origins as well as its conceptual framework and possible contributions

to existing studies of transpacific relations and history.
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The project’s genesis comes from Kurashige’s extensive experiences in US-Japan
scholarly and teaching exchange, which includes two separate Fulbright visiting lectureships
in Japan. Reflecting on such experiences raised questions about the ideological work done by
international exchange. Usually seen as simply a “social good,” international exchange can
also take the form of soft power to further (often in indirect or masked forms) strategic ends
by nations and various other powerful actors. Problemizing assumptions about international
exchange invites a critical conceptual framework rooted in a world systems approach
highlighting asymmetries of power. If Japan-based and US-based scholars function in a
world system of knowledge production, then it is likely that the former exists on the system’s
periphery, while the latter benefit from being at the center of authority. To flesh out these power
relations, Kurashige provided a map of social space that identified the positionality of Japan-
based and US-based scholars, while also paying attention to the many who have moved from
Japan to the US for graduate training, and then returned to Japan. A testimony to the world
system of knowledge production is that the reverse pattern (US-based scholars in American
Studies who have moved to Japan for graduate training, and then returned to the US) is not
recognized as a major possibility.

Another dimension of the world system of knowledge is how it articulates with domestic
social hierarchies. Kurashige raised questions about “middle positions” within domestic
hierarchies occupied by Japan-based scholars who received graduate training in the US, as well
as by US-based racial minority scholars, who often face disadvantages compared to US-based
white scholars. While they are in different positions within the world system of knowledge
production, these two domestic middle positions enable researchers to connect global and
national systems of knowledge production.

This research into American Studies in Japan promises to provide empirical evidence
about a key group of actors (scholars) that is important for understanding the role that
knowledge production plays in the on-going formation of the transpacific world. It is especially
important for understanding the operation of power dynamics within global and domestic
scholarly structures and networks.
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Sven Beckert, “Capitalism and Violence: A Short History.”
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David Lowe, “Australian Relations with China and the United States:
Perspectives on the Past and Present from a Contemporary Historian.”

[REEE]

It is clear that Australians expect to have to think harder about how they respond to the rise
of China and changes in US-China relations. But the lines along which the re-thinking happens
are less clear, and less agreed. One of the most fundamental requirements is a historically
contextualised understanding of the strengths and limitations of the American alliance and
relations with the United States more generally. In addition to providing significant benefits, I
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suggest that US-Australian relations have generated particular memories, misunderstandings,
and narrowing of debates in Australian domestic politics in ways that have been less helpful.
Similarly, the emergence of values and depictions of identity in recent Australian policy
pronouncements touching on both China and the United States is perhaps logical but also
somewhat untethered, and based on positioning and hedging more than offering a new
framework in which to articulate Australian interests. The paper expands on these observations
and argues for renewed investment in Australian diplomacy aimed regionally as well as
towards bilateral relationships. My paper concludes with an exploration of the concept of ‘the
Indo-Pacific,” in which I suggest there is logically considerable interest, both historically and
in its potential as a framework in which to address formidable questions.

Like the Colombo Plan of the 1950s and 1960s, the idea of the Indo-Pacific is useful,
if somewhat elusive in its importance—in fact, it is arguably useful because it remains very
flexible, and can assist those who remain patient in framing policy. In addition to existing
alliances and architecture such as the Quad, this idea of a hybrid region will continue to attract
attention and generate debate. In the Indo-Pacific there might be both the conceptual and
practical space for Australians to think their way towards not abandoning, but recalibrating
their relationship with the United States, and investing in old fashioned diplomacy that focuses
on other nations of the region facing similar questions about how to position themselves in the
changing international order, including major players such as India and Japan and nations on a
rise of upward influence such as Indonesia, a country which has not attracted the attention you
might expect from Australia. Indeed, Australia’s falling investment in its diplomatic service is
occurring precisely when more activity is needed to make the Indo-Pacific work as concept,
when the American alliance is ripe for review and when calibration of the relationship with
China is most demanding.

While things may change quickly, there are some hurdles for the kind of thinking that
links the Indo-Pacific to revised appreciations of Australian relationships with the US and with
China. In particular, the resourcing of what I’'m calling old-fashioned diplomatic listening,
reporting and relationship-building; and Australian leaders learning and listening in ways that
transcend domestic politics and outdated slogans about Australia’s role in the world.
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0 7 F SR L 72 D13, ANZUSIZNATO ® X ) 7 “O” (Organization) ##2 b DT
3% <, TOTITHKRA L XVo BT (FHRIEE, AREREE 2 &) 28 [42]
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U North Atlantic Treaty art. 5, Apr. 4, 1949, 63 Stat. 2241, 34 U.N.T.S.243.
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Peter A. Coclanis, “Factories in the Fields: The Americanness of Industrial
Agriculture.”
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David Armitage, “Treaties in Danger?: Contemporary Crises of International
Order in Historical Perspective.”
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CPAS Student Workshop
David Armitage, “The Oceanic Turn: A Turn for the Better?”

[BEEE]

Until recently, most historians shared a prejudice in favour of the history of land, territory
and their human inhabitants. Yet two-thirds of the world’s surface is water and much of human
history has been conducted on its shores, around its seas and across its oceans. This lecture
proposed reimagining the history of the world through its oceans and seas and examines the
multiple genealogies of oceanic history, Mediterranean, Pacific and Atlantic among them. In
particular, it argued that Mediterranean history, associated especially with Fernand Braudel
and his followers, does not exhaust the potential for an oceanic history of the world. It took the
example of the Atlantic and its history to show how models from other oceanic arenas can help
us to open up new histories, of regions within larger oceans, of the transnational connections
between oceans and of the world beneath the waves. It therefor expanded on my earlier
typology of Atlantic history—of circum-Atlantic, trans-Atlantic and cis-Atlantic histories—
to propose three other categories of Atlantic history: sub-Atlantic, infra-Atlantic and extra-
Atlantic. These categories should be readily applicable to the history of other oceans and seas,
as part of a broader global history of “Planet Ocean.”

(FAT4 Y K- T=3IF74Y N—=77—FKk¥)
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[David Armitage “The Oceanic Turn: A Turn for the Better?” »33k %
FrLwviED Y (the New Thalassology) @ 1 REP: |
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RICHZB o727 — 2 - A M) =" DR LKDIENBDICHEZR 72«7V — -
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D Sugata Bose, 4 Hundred Horizons: the Indian Ocean in the Age of Global Empire (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2009).
Y David Armitage and Jo Guldi, The History Manifesto (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014).
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