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Wide Distribution of Irregular Shaped Pottery of the Late Jomon
Period in Northeast Japan

Hirotsune NISHIMURA

Some types of irregular shaped pottery of the Late Jomon period widely spread in Northeast Japan. Although
wide distributions of the pottery possibly indicate regional relations, not so many studies focused on regional
comparisons because of the inadequate wide-range pottery chronology. This paper focuses on the tempo-
spatial distributions of irregular shaped pottery and discusses the regional relations based on the wide-range
pottery chronology the author proposed. The targets of this study are two types of pottery. One is irregular
shaped pottery with pedestal and another is lantern or censer shaped pottery. They were developed in the
Kasori-2 phase around Shimosa Plateau and widely spread from Central Hokkaido to Chubu Highland in a short
span. Until the Soya phase both of them maintained wide distributions. Nevertheless lantern or censer shaped
pottery disappeared in Kanto and the other did in Tohoku after the Angyo-1 phase. Both of the pottery were
developed in the wide-range relations and disappearances of each had correlations with rising of the regional
characteristics. Thus the developments, wide spreads and disappearances of the irregular shaped pottery show
the transitions of regional relations.





