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The Standardization in lengths of Keyhole-Shaped Burial Mounds

Soichiro SHIBAHARA

It is a common understanding that Kofun shows disparities in power through its size. However, few attempts
have been made in examining the size of Kofun with regards to the layouts of its mound. This research aims to
identify the hierarchy in the lengths of Keyhole-Shaped Burial Mounds from early Kofun Period.

Two different analyses are adopted. The first analysis shows that the lengths of Keyhole-Shaped Burial
Mounds were designed by 10 bu (#* / unit of length in ancient China / approximately 1.386m) units. In the
second analysis, by verifying and reviewing the standardization in lengths from mound layouts, I reconstructed
layouts of Keyhole-Shaped Burial Mounds, which is extensively excavated. As a result of these analyses, it is
clear that there were specific standards in lengths of mounds. Subsequently, I organized larger-sized (70 bu
and larger) Keyhole-Shaped Burial Mounds from early Kofun Period by length to find that mounds in the same
area refer to the same standard of size for the maximum limit of length.

In conclusion, these distributions of Kofun cannot be explained by the established theory which supposes
that Yamato Authority unitarily controlled building and designing of Kofun. Instead, it can be inferred that each
region decided the lengths of their own mounds based on their relationships with nearby powers.

— 182 —





