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A Critical Review of the Use of the \eto Players Theory in Qualitative Analyses of Policy Process

Keisuke NAKAMURA

“Veto Players Theory”(Tsebelis, 2002) has been employed to qualitatively analyze the process of policy making.
However, these qualitative analyses have not been accumulated sufficiently comparing to those of quantitative studies, though the
use of Veto Players Theory in qualitative analyses could be an essential factor for the clarification of policy changes and policy
stability. The purpose of this paper is to critically review these previous studies focusing on the use of \eto Players Theory and to

point out the issues of the theory’s empirical application.

The review highlights the need for the following items: ( I ) the accurate and objective descriptions of the ideology
and cohesion that a veto player possesses ( 1) the clear definition of a veto player (111') the incorporation of veto players’ agenda
building and its setting process, and (I\V) more detailed analyses and discussions on the reasons for the changes of the indifference

curves which represent veto players’ ideologies.
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