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Live from the Future:

Television Propaganda for Soviet Vostok Program

KAMEDA Masumi

How was the future imagined? The twentieth century gave us many imaginative configu-
rations of what the future would someday look like. These configurations often depict a dreamy,
hyper-developed world where automobiles fly, objects floats, and people eat meals from a tube. One
of the most important media for these futuristic imaginings was space travel, which was first real-
ized in 1961 with Yuri Gagarin’s orbital flight. In this paper, I examine the human spaceflight mis-
sions as an example of state propaganda, focusing on the television broadcasts of the Soviet Union’
s first human spaceflight missions, the Vostok program of 1961-63.

Although U.S. television transmitted live images of their counterpart program Mercury
Missions, it consisted only of shots of the launching and splashdown, while live images of astro-
nauts during their missions were absent until the Apollo 7 in 1968. By comparison, the Soviet
Union had begun actively propagating live images of cosmonauts in space as early as 1962, and
these images were delivered to viewers across the world. This so-called Soviet “Cosmovision” pro-
paganda campaign successfully demonstrated that the Space Race constituted a new form of state-
sponsored entertainment.

First, the early television professionals in the Soviet Union were so ecstatic about live
broadcasting. They thought that live broadcast can reveal the life as it is, thus makes it possible to
display figures on television screen being sincere and honest. Second, this feature of television idols
during the sixties precisely matched with the emerging demand to create the new type of personal-
ity cult in Khrushchev Era. In a sense, Khrushchev himself behaved tele-genetic and can be regard-
ed as a new type of political leader. In international context, this helped to overturn the prejudice
against Soviets who were supposed to be a person on whom it’s difficult to have an idea what is in
their mind. Thus, I would like to conclude that the Soviet Cosmovision propaganda, by molding the
whole picture of space technology development into the mass-entertainment program on live televi-

sion, enhanced the effort of the new cult of Homo Sovieticus.
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