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Analysis of Passages Concerning Art or
Artists in The Seagull

KATAYAMA Kojiro

This paper seeks to analyze the passages that reference art and artists in Chekhov's play, The
Seagull. In this play, each of the four major characters is either a writer or an actor. Therefore, the
relevant discussions, held not only by the writers and actors but also by amateurs, tend to be about
the value of art or artists. The characters have various idea that function as hints and tell us how to
interpret the rather ambiguous play.

Seemingly trifling lines often contain great meaning in Chekhov's plays. Chekhov once
described The Seagull as a comedy rather than a tragedy. Indeed there is much humor in it; but a
reader’s interpretation of the whole drama changes when he analyzes humorous lines. For example,
when Shamrayev asks Arkadina several times where the old actors he knows are currently
playing, she refuses to answer him. Scenes like this are certainly comical, but they also indicate
the possibility of generational changes in the world of art, a possibility at which Treplyov aims and
which Trigorin denies.

This viewpoint also offers reinterpretation of significant events. We can understand why
Treplyov rather than Nina symbolizes “the Seagull” in the end of the play. Several lines imply that
Treplyov is more talented than Nina at making great impressionson people, even though he is a
writer and she is an actor. Scholars have regarded Treplyov’s death as both the tragedy of a young
genius and the comedy of an immature enthusiast. Indeed both readings are feasible, but there is
sufficient evidence to suggest that Trplyov thinks his suicide is the best way to become happy. He

is certain that his spirit will unite with Nina’s upon death, just as his play announced in Act I.
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