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Karel Teige and the magazine Devétsil

ABE Kenichi

Karel Teige, a leading figure of the Czech interwar avant-garde movement, was a theorist who
designed several hundred books during his career. However, to date, little attention has been paid
to his attitude to the magazine medium. In this paper, by analyzing Revolutionary Anthology
Deveétsil (1922) and perusing his texts published in the early 1920s, the author scrutinizes how
Teige evaluated the importance of magazines.

Revolutionary Anthology Devétsil (1922), edited by Teige and poet Jaroslav Seifert, began
with Teige’s article “New Proletarian Art,” in which he declared a farewell to “Yesterday's Art”
and praised “Tomorrow's Art,” which must be “tendentious” and “popular” and engaged in by
“collective” artists. Influenced by Wilhelm Hausenstein, he also demonstrated interest in the
sociology of art, which he would continue to explore throughout his life. Teige emphasized
not only the role of proletarian art but also popular cultural forms such as cinema, football,
and vaudeville, which enabled proletarians to forget their lives’ harsh realities. As did Walter
Benjamin, Teige evaluated the reproduction of art in modern times, such as in posters and
magazines that proletarians could own themselves.

From these perspectives, by editing Revolutionary Anthology Deveétsil, Teige apparently realized
the concept of a “magazine”: a collective media form featuring various tendentious or popular
articles. His ideal would be fully realized in later magazines such as Disk (1923-1925) and ReD
(1927-1931).
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