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Introduction of Soviet Ballet in Japan

SAITO Keiko

From the mid-1950 onwards, the Soviet Union emphasized on cultural exchange for ex-
pansion of its influence in the global community. Ballet—the art that is performed without words—
was one pivot of the cultural exchange. It is well-known that Soviet ballet had a big influence on
ballet in Japan. However, this situation has not been reported so far. Therefore, this paper attempts
to clarify how the Japanese got information about Soviet ballet.

Mikiko Matsuyama and Yaoko Kaitani were the first dancers to approach Soviet ballet.
These two leading Japanese ballerinas actively staged Soviet ballet works with materials offered by
VOKS (All-Union Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries) in the 1950s. It should be
noted that there were many differences between the two ballerinas in the way of reception. Mikiko
Matsuyama was interested in the theoretical aspect of Soviet ballet including the Stanislavsky
system and “dram-ballet” direction. Kaitani had adapted Soviet ballet works to Japanese perform-
ing environment and had made new unique reductions. These two artists contributed hugely to the

spread of Soviet ballet in Japan.
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