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The Nominal Accent of the Former Noto Town Dialect
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Keywords: the Noto Peninsula, Noto town dialect, Kyoto-style accent, Noto central type,

nominal accent

Abstract
The dialect of Noto Town in the former Hosu County, Ishikawa Prefecture, has been said to have a
variety of the Noto Central accent, which is found in places such as Tokuda, the former Nanao City. In this
paper, the author reports the accentual patterns of 1- to 3-mora nouns of the Noto Town dialect. The author
shows that the Noto Town dialect has a system similar to the Noto Central accent with no essential
difference. However, the rising pitch patterns are changing in Noto Town, and the dialect is in the process
of losing the contrast of pitch patterns. The results also suggest that a sequential merger of pitch patterns is

starting from 1-mora nouns.
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