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An Event Precedent to Another:
The Aspectual, Modal, and Discourse Usages of
the Inchoative Verb bda:in Tunis Arabic

KUMAKIRI Taku
Keywords: Arabic dialects, inchoative verb, semantics, aspect, modality, discourse marker

Abstract
The verb “bda:,” (to begin) is widely used as inchoative in Tunis Arabic but it has a peculiar employment
only when in the imperfect form, which rejects an inchoative reading. This paper claims that this employment
of the imperfect bda: indicates an event that is temporally and cognitively precedent to another event. In this
case, the latter is seen as a benchmark event. Examining the date of this bda:, which denotes a preceding event,
the paper identifies three usages: aspectual, modal, and discourse. It is emphasized in the paper that all three

usages are explained in terms of the relationship between a precedent event and a benchmark event.
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