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The Space of “Tying Up”:
Relationships between Structuralism and Eurasianism in the Late Soviet Era

NORIMATSU Kyohei

Many scholars have scrutinized the relationship between early Structuralism and
Eurasianism around the Prague Linguistic Circle during the interwar period. This paper analyzes
the development of this relationship in the late Soviet era, focusing on Yuri Lotman, the leader
of the Moscow-Tartu semiotic school, and Lev Gumilev, the founder of Neo-Eurasianism.

The key to this relationship is the “method of tying up,” a term coined by Roman
Jakobson in his controversial monograph For the Characterization of the Eurasian Language
Union (1931). The unity of Eurasia was to be proved through the “tying up” of various structural
features — linguistic, cultural, and geographic — shared in Eurasia, but Jakobson actually
seems to presuppose this unity, calling it “destiny.” In other words, he picks out only those
structural features which lend themselves to being “tied up” into unity. Structural analysis is
preconditioned by the existence of an integral space which legitimates the “method of tying up.”

We can find similar reasoning in Lotman and Gumilev. The commonality between them
is manifest in the influence that Vladimir Vernadsky’s concept “biosphere” exerted on them. In
the biosphere, all living things are connected with each other and with non-living things through
circulation of energy. Similarly, Gumilev argues that an ethnos is connected, or “tied up,” with
its environment, and Lotman proposes the idea of the “semioshpere” which ties together various

semiotic systems. At the same time, there is a crucial difference between Gumilev and Lotman
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regarding openness and closure of the space of “tying up.” While Gumilev emphasizes the
absolute closure of a “superethnos,” which can never merge with other superethnies, Lotman
argues that the boundaries between semioshperes are open; this, however, inserts theoretical
confusion into his argument. In this way, we can trace development of the idea of the space of
“tying up” from the first Structuralists and Eurasianists to their successors in the late Soviet

period.
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