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Richard Weiner’s “the Empty Chair”, or the Impossibility
of Writing

Kenichi ABE

Discussions regarding “minor literature” in Prague have unilaterally developed until recently.
Most scholars such as G. Deleuze and F. Guattari ignored the presence of Czech Jew,
specifically including Kafka’s contemporary—Richard Weiner (1884—1937), poet, writer, and
journalist. This paper examines another possibility of “minor literature” by focusing on the
metanarrative of his prose “the Empty Chair” (1919). At the end of the prose, the narrator/
author confesses the impossibility of writing because he has been tortured by guilt. This sense

of unknown guilt contributed, paradoxically, to create a unique form of his prose.
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