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Nashe Pravitel'stvo (Our Government), Memoires
of the Crimean Government of Russian Emigré
Statesman Maksim Vinaver

Yuki Hayashi

Vindication of legitimacy in Russian émigré authors’ memoires was an inevitable
mission as the chaotic situation in the October Revolution soon controlled the Soviet
government. On the other hand, in Western Europe in the interwar period, Russian émigré
intellectuals published in haste a variety of memoires and histories, some of which earned a
wide readership while the authors were alive; others were, as evaluated by the émigré liberal
historian Miliukov, negative, simple depictions of a certain intimacy among the émigré
community or very personal impressions of the revolution, which had no historical validity.
Memoires of the Crimean government by a liberal statesman in the Russian Jewry, Maksim
Vinaver, was an edition written with difficult access to archival documents; it reached a certain
perfection but remained uncompleted. Thus, the main subject of this article is to determine the
historical validity of the several depictions of the revolution by Russian liberal intellectuals in
exile.

Vinaver indicates in his memoires a potential solution to the absence of historical
materials. First, a deep respect for the voices, lives, and identities of the participants in the
government in addition to all negative political factors against them are represented in the
historical portrayal. Second, although vindication of the legitimacy of the Crimean government
is not the first focus, the lack of documentary evidence of the Crimean government's
legitimacy is intentionally exposed in Vinaver's depiction. According to our investigation, the
memoires are not composed of a simple fidelity to the past and the dedication of the Russian
liberal author to the validity of history itself resulted in an imperfect depiction. However, there
is ample scope for future ideas for social progress and criticism against an absolutist attitude

toward an imperial past.
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