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1. Introduction, Objection and Target case

In recent years, forest management plan is pushed forward in order to achieve a
stable supply of wood. An aim of this plan is to realize unitary management of the
forest by gathering the scattering forest which each forest owner has. But, Sato(2013)
said that it is highly likely that those who do self-employed forest management can’t
manage their forest freely through forest management plan. The timber production by
them accounts for about 30% of total in Japan. “Ki-no-Eki” project by self-employed
forest household of harvesting timber who cut down their own forest inside those who
do self-employed forest management is focused. In this activity, they cut down their

low-value Japanese cedar or Japanese cypress and ship them to the designated

distribution center. So far, there are researches on “Ki-no-Eki” project about activities
in general. However, the actual situation for each participant even is not clear. In this
study, we aim to discuss significance and future of activities by self-employed forest
household of harvesting timber through clarifying the actual situation of participant.
Target case is “Rissyu Ki-no-Eki” project in Rissyu area, Ena city, Gifu prefecture. In
Gifu, management body number of self-employed forest household of harvesting timber

1s many. And material production by one is much.

2. Methods

To grasp the actual situation of self-employed forest household of harvesting timber
by “Rissyu Ki-no-Eki” project, we analyzed annual shipping table in 2011 and 2012 and
did questionnaire. We obtained following outcomes: “experience of final cutting and
thinning”, “the motive for participation and level of achievement”, “area of Japanese
cedar and Japanese cypress forest”. The aim to ask participant to how much these
forest area they have is to estimate emissions of thinned woods by this project.
Furthermore, in order to grasp the details of result of questionnaire, we interviewed

those who have registered as a shipper.
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3. Result
(1)Analysis of annual shipping table

Those who have registered as a shipper are 55 in 2012. From 2011 to 2012, those who
ship thinned woods are 35. And there are layer to perform thinning actively and layer
not to do.
(2)Analysis of questionnaire

In response to the results of questionnaire, we divide those who registered as a
shipper into three groups. Group I are people who shipped over 10t thinning woods.
Group Il are people who shipped less than 10t. Grouplll are people who didn’t ship.
Number of respondents to the questionnaire is 8 in Group I, 17 in Groupll and 8 in
Groupll.

Table1. Experience of final cut or thining in 2011 and 2012

Shipment of thinned woods
to the general market by themselves

Implementation

The final cutting by themselves

Implementation

Percentage Percentage
persons persons
Group I 4/8 50.0% 4/8 50.0%
Group I 1/17 5.9% 3/17 17.6%
GroupIll 1/8 12.5% 0/8 0%

We clarified that respondents of Group I have done final cutting and thinning more
than other groups. And percentage of respondents to answer to care their forests as the
motive for participation in Group I 1s more than any other group. On the other hand,
the lowest percentage of that was Grouplll. In addition, the level of achievement of it is
similar.

(3) Estimating emissions of thinned woods

From result of questionnaire, area of Japanese cedar and Japanese cypress forest

which all register as shipper have is estimated 307.9ha. And we calculated 68,662 m3
as forest accumulation by multiplying 307.9ha and 223m3/ha, accumulation of forest
per 1lha in Ena city, together. If it is thinned 30%, we can think that 20,599 m3 thinned
woods are occurred in “Rissyu Ki-no-Eki” project. On the other hand, we can estimate
that the required amount of thinned woods in Rissyu area whole is about 150777.2m3
from statistical data. Therefore, we can think that it is possible to cover 13.7% of the

required amount of thinned woods through “Rissyu Ki-no-Eki” project.

4. Conclusion

In this study, we consider that impact of the forest management in this region is not
less due to result of (3). Additionally, forestry experience and activities of shipping
registrant was different in individual. Thus, we interviewed 2 person of shipping
registrant to clarify detail. As a consequence, it was confirmed that they put up an
action plan freely considering each convenience and experience. From the above, we
considered the activities by self-employed forest household of harvesting timber like

“Ki-no-Eki” project have advantage for participant to operate freely.
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