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[ABSTRACT]
A Doctoral Dissertation
Department of Area Studies, Graduate School of &nt$ Sciences

The University of Tokyo, Japan

Official Histories in Contemporary Taiwan:
from Chinese Revolutionaries to Taiwanese Nationals
Daisuke WAKAMATSU

This research aims to understand the relationskigvden the former historical
perspective and the new historical perspectiveateteby the contemporary Taiwanese
government over the course of half a century. Havtlkde state write its own history
and for what reason? The answer was to legitintz@wn governance. As the area
under control of the state went from encompassiegentire Chinese mainland to only
Taiwan, so too did the area of historiography l®/state go from encompassing China
to only Taiwan. Even so, why does the state stdlude mainland Chinese history in
its writings?

To demonstrate their right to govern, states védiddeir democracy based on
adapting to world historical contexts (global thimk) and to domestic historical
contexts (local thinking). This is a phenomenoneoable in various regions in the
contemporary world. However, this is not the cas€aiwan. Due to its history, instead
of a Taiwan-scale domestic context, called ‘TaiveEneSubject thinking’, a
Chinese-scale domestic context, called, ‘Chinesd @iar thinking’, is in continued
implementation. This is characteristic of Taiwanes®ntemporary history.
Consequently, although Taiwanese political focusvedofrom China to Taiwan,
histories based at a Chinese-scale are still beritten in Taiwan.

In short, the indigenous democracy in Taiwaneséetoporary history runs parallel
to its official histories, and the process of thege aspects evolving is called, ‘gradual
Taiwanization’. When considering the present situmtcontemporary Taiwan uses a
framework that is much larger than Taiwan, one thaludes China, and calls this
framework the Republic of China, so that the ssatexistence is tolerated on a
domestic and international level. Accordingly, ttlever behavior of contemporary
Taiwan, on the one hand, allows it to survive aatoausly at an international level.
This shrewd and dynamic aspect has hitherto oftere @verlooked. On the other hand,
‘maintaining the status quo’ makes the both thetinamg or discontinuing of these
politics difficult. This is the dilemma of bold y&tgic contemporary Taiwan.
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