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I  Introduction

In China, nature reserve is defined a region of land, inland waters, or marine
spaces that contain natural ecosystems or rare, wild species that are designated by
law to be protected and managed. However the government might not have
considered thoroughly local people’s lives when setting up management policies and
therefore the restriction of the use of natural resources by the government in these
nature reserves has led to ever-increasing conflicts between the government
departments and the locals. Especially, minority groups have their own traditional
knowledge on using natural resources. Their life styles, production styles and
traditional cultures have been affected by the restriction of the use of natural
resources. The differences in living environments lead to various unique cultures
between different minority groups. It is essential to conduct a survey on the living
environments, traditional cultures, religions, production styles and life styles of
individual minority groups in order to understand the differentiations between
them. All in all, the purpose of this research is to investigate how the establishment
of nature reserves could lead to changes in minority groups’ life styles, production
style, as well as the relationship between minority groups and the nature.

I Study subjects and Methods

Xishuangbanna national nature reserve it is located at where minority groups live.
It has a world typical natural ecosystem. When selecting minority groups, we
considered population and religion. Dais has the largest population in
Xishuangbanna, while the religious belief of Yaos is Taoism that is comparable to
Dais whose religious belief is Buddhism. Therefore, the Dais and Yaos have been
selected for this case study. Literature review was conducted to gain a thorough
understanding of the current situation of nature reserve and information of
minority groups. Field research was conducted in order to investigate the land
using of the minority nationalities. In order to obtain information which reveals
the reality, we interviewed local minority groups and the management government
of Xishuangbanna national nature reserve.

I Result and Discussion

Dais’ history of traditional life style, production style, relationship with nature

Dais has been living in the plains that are near the water since ancient time. The



major production style is rice-paddy cultivation. It demands a lot of water and
therefore Dais considers forest as an important resource. They divided forest into
three types (watershed conservation forest, ancient forest, fuelwood forest). They
cut the trees in fuelwood forest and they plant senna siamea as their fuelwood too.
They built their rooms by trees. Dais male had a traditional hunting habit. They
took gun to the forest and hunted wild animals for eating. However, Buddhist people
consider elephants as God, therefore Dais did not hunt elephants.

Yaos’ history of traditional life style, production stvle, relationship with nature

Yaos had a migration life style and therefore they did not value forest as an
important resource. Traditional production style was slash and burn cultivation
agriculture. The major farm produces were millet and mealie. They cut trees in
forest to fulfill their fuel and building materials need. Yaos also had a traditional
hunting habit, but they do not consider elephants as their God

Changes of Dais’ life style, production style, relationship with nature

Because of the establishment of nature reserve, Dais cannot use forest freely
anymore. Instead of cutting down trees they have been using solar energy,
electricity for fuel. They have been buying building materials from the nearby
countries. They gave up hunting wild animals and started to eat livestock since
wild animals have been protected by the government. Unable to extend their field,
instead of rice, they started to plant rubbers and Amomum villosum. However,
living around water sheds and plaining rice has caused them to suffer from damages
brought by Asian elephants.

Changes of Yaos’ life style, production style, relationship with nature

Because of the establishment of nature reserve, Yaos has switched from the
original migration life style to resident life style. Instead of cutting trees they have
been using solar energy, electricity for fuel. In addition, they have been building
their house using bricks. They have given up on hunting wild animals and have
started to eat livestock. Instead of burn cultivation agriculture, they have started
to plant rubbers and bananas. However, planting bananas in wild areas has made
them suffer from damages brought by Asian elephants.

Controversies and the origin of controversies

Because of the establishment of nature reserve, both the life styles and production
styles of minority groups have experienced changes. Thanks to the use of solar
energy, electricity, the problem of fuel use has been solved. The problem of building
material use has also been solved thanks the importation of wood and bricks. The
restriction of extension of the plain has rendered them cultivating commercial crops
instead of agricultural products in order to secure their income source. However, as
the damages brought by Asian elephants are becoming more serious day by day,
minority groups have shown negative feelings towards Asian elephants. The origin

of controversies can be attributed to the damages brought by Asian elephants.



