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1. Background and aim

The gardens for farming experience run by farmers are highly demanded in recent years,
responding to growing interest in agriculture by urban residents. Participation for farmland
maintenance by urban residents can be counted as one of potential ways to maintain
abandoned farmlands in urban or peri-urban areas. Due to the high communication and
teaching skill requested, however, few farmers can engage in running the gardens.

To tackle this issue, this study focuses the gardens for farming experience supported by
business enterprises. Currently, more farmers get able to run the gardens by technical and
operational support of agro-related business enterprises. However, enterprise’s involvement
poses a risk to a farmer because farmers may lose the right of tax remission for farmland
inheritance guaranteed by the Agricultural Land Act, if enterprise would become main
operator of the garden and farmer simply lend out a farmland.

The above mentioned risk has to be eliminated and the legal aspect of enterprise’s
participation should be clarified. To obtain basic information for discussing this issue, this
study aims to identify the extent to which both farmer and enterprise involve in running the

gardens, for well-planned legal promotion of the gardens for farming experience.

2. Research object and methodology

This study selected My Farm, Inc., the largest business enterprise supporting the
gardens for farming experiences, as research object. Among the 77 registered gardens,
the 61 gardens (Kansai region: 41, Kanto region: 20) which observed farmer’s
participation in garden operation were selected for the field survey subjects.

First, the items of garden operation were determined through the combination of
literature research and semi-structured interview to the staff of My Farm. The 42
items were determined and classified to two types: 1) administration works (11 items)
and 2) field works (31 items). Second, the extent to which farmer and enterprise
engage in were surveyed in the targeted gardens and evaluated by scoring (maximum
10 points) based on the determined items. Third, the targeted gardens were
categorized by the Non-Hierarchical Cluster Analysis based on the extent to which
farmer and enterprise involve. Finally, representative cases were selected from each

category and surveyed in detail.



3. Result and discussion

Based on the degree of involvement, [

the gardens for farming experience @ 10 p A (n=52)
were classified into “A. The business § 3 Moo
enterprise dependent” and “B. 3 o x X
Farmers-led”. (Fig.1) :?_' 'g 6 X X B (n=9)
A types are 52, B types are 9 (Kanto ; .‘E’ 4 X x
area 3, Kansai area 6). § ° X
The average score of the involvement TE 2
of a business enterprise in A type is = 0
8.76. The average score of the 0 2 4 6 8 10
involvement of farmers in A type is Involvement of farmers

1.44. The average score of the involvement of a business enterprise in B type is 4.57, The
average score of the involvement of a business enterprise in B type is 6.09. (10-pont scale,
respectively.

In addition, as the result of case studies, it is indicated that for the farmers in A type the
management of the gardens is not the main source of the income but support of other
businesses of their income. They also are not so motivated to the management of the gardens.
On the other hand, it is indicated that the farmers in B type highly are motivated to the
management of the gardens and to use the gardens in order to add a new value to their main
businesses such as the management of real estate.

The business enterprise are contributed to the management of the farm land where the
farmers are not motivated to cultivate. On the other hand, the business enterprises also
support those who are willing to manage the gardens. For example implementation know-how
cultivation information on vicarious execution of farm business and the event which offers
various service to a city resident and improves farmer's motivation by consultation as a
management partner of a farmer as well as an assistance, and supports it step-by-step in order
to be independent without impossibility in the future later and is new is offered, and if, the
multilateral role is played.

Special procedure is unnecessary for the farm use system" which is an open basis in an
experience farm at present, and even if farm management isn't being done when I'm a
farmland owner, substantial establishment becomes possible, and the cases non-farmer opens
in a farm use system are found here and there because you can gain a subsidy by an enterprise
in recent years in particular. The investigation and that which are the further degree of strict
participation to place clearly legally from now on, it's based, and, argument is needed. For
example the argument such as holding the stage will be asked from a tax payment grace
system of an inheritance tax from now on from the angle of the equity of tax collection. It's

necessary to raise the precision of the stereotype as it'll be the crossing standard in the case.



